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GREATER YUMA EDC
 

Mission Statement: 
To expand economic activity within Yuma County by attracting commerce and
industry to the region, and by assisting in developing the region's existing
industry to its fullest potential. 
 
Vision Statement: 
Greater Yuma will be recognized as a globally competitive region - one that
embraces advancing technology, attracts and retains human capital and
continues to develop & foster the amenities that make the Yuma Region a great
place to live and work.
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I am very privileged to be working for this organization during a time
of unprecedented advances in technology and the re-birth of our
nation's love affair with space.  I recently attended the Global
Spaceport Alliance annual meeting in Houston.  During our meeting,
the Mars Lander that launched into space in May touched down. 
Attendees were able to take glimpses of the first images of Mars
along with the live coverage of exuberant joy from the NASA control
room. I attended this conference to learn more about the process of
developing a spaceport and learn what other states and countries
are focusing on in their plans to compete in this new emerging
industry.  We are working towards the development of our own
spaceport for a niche market of micro rockets in the 500 kg and
smaller range to be used for satellite launches.  They will never carry
passengers but they will carry satellites and be a critical Department
of Defense countermeasure tool if enemies try to cripple us by taking
out our communication satellites.  Yuma is working with several
companies who view our region as a very attractive option for these
services which can lead to several support industry opportunities as
well.  We are actively conducting the necessary assessments to
conclude our ability to pursue this exciting opportunity.  The potential
for new industries that don’t exist today is greater than ever before
due to the advancement of new technologies. There are scores of
brilliant men and women around the world with a vision and skill for
creating platforms that will allow for travel to Mars as well as orbital
travel between Hong Kong and New York in less than 45 minutes. 
We are closer to this reality than you think! 
Happy Holidays everyone! 

Julie Engel 
President/CEO

The Yuma 50 held their second annual El Torro Bowl Tailgate for our
active duty military and their families on December 1, 2018, from
10:30 am to kickoff.  This year Arizona Western College will be
playing in the El Torro Bowl.  There will be a military appreciation
ceremony performed during halftime. 

The Yuma 50 is requesting gift cards to distribute to military families
for the holidays.  Unfortunately, several of our active duty are
struggling to purchase the basics and adding the stress of Christmas
gifts makes this time of less than joyous for them.  The cards will be
distributed based on need.  If you would like to contribute, please
drop your gift cards off at GYEDC.  Thank you and have a blessed
Holiday. 

On November 3, 2018, military members, their families, and the
Yuma community participated in the first annual Telegraph Pass
Challenge. The event's purpose was to engage the military within
Yuma and to raise funds for future events supporting their families.
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GYEDC invites you to participate in the next year's Telegraph Pass
Challenge.



In November, 4FrontED and GYEDC presented our region's
educational and economic development assets to the Mexicali
Business-Education Committee (ComVin). The event focused on the
benefits of education and business collaborating to create a ready to
work labor force that improves the community's economy.

We would like to personally thank the Arizona Commerce Authority
Manufacturing Extension Partnership (AZ MEP) for conducting a
valuable training session on new "Paid Sick Leave" laws. Minimum
wage and sick time laws were changed in 2016 due to Prop 206.
The voter approved measure has caused a lot of confusion and
angst among many employers trying to conform to the new rules.
Our state MEP visited Yuma on November 14th to help 50+
companies to explain the new laws and assist them in remaining
legally compliant. The training seminar was a direct result of our
Business, Retention and Expansion program.  

On the same trip, GYEDC and the Arizona Commerce Authority
visited Yuma manufacturer's to make them aware of incentives and
grants available to help reduce their cost of doing business. We met
with 9 plant managers in 2 days. The potential savings to our major
employers could be millions of dollars.  

GYEDC will continue engaging with business in Yuma County
through our Business Retention and Expansion Survey for 2018.
This year we are visiting Agriculture, Manufacturing, Logistics, and
Utilities in an effort to mitigate issues that deter future success of
operating a business in Yuma County. If you would like to participate
in this survey, please call our office at (928) 782-7774 or, you can
also email Karime Hayer at  khayer@greateryuma.org to schedule a
visit with one of the staff members. 

Last year, Yuma International Airport submitted a grant application 
seeking grant funding from the US Dept of Transportation, Small 
Community Air Service Development Program.  This $700,000 
revenue guarantee would have supported the effort to obtain new 
service between Yuma and Denver by reducing the financial risk for 
an airline willing to expand their service to include this market. 
 Their application was denied.  Airport Director, Gladys Brown 
recently learned one of the deficiencies in last year's application was 
that it did not include support from the community in the form of
non-airport cash matching pledges: 
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  The number doesn’t need to be huge, but we need non-Airport cash 
to show the community has some skin in the game and broad 
support.  Even if its just $50k or $100k for the total, its something 
that they must see. 

They feel strongly about this new route and intend to re-submit their 
grant request in mid December but they really need financial help 
from our community partners. The grant/financial pledges would be 
used in case the airline was doing poorly.  We trust this flight will be 
very popular, the airline will be successful and will likely not need to 
draw from the program at all, but it is possible. 

If you or your company are able to make a financial pledge toward 
the effort please contact Gen Grosse at Gen@yumaairport.com via 
email by Friday, December 7th so you can be added to the list.   

GYEDC wants to congratulate Gowan Company and their
employees for their contribution to the West Wetlands Park.
Employees and executives planted hundreds of trees and shrubs
donated by Gowan Company. Thank you for your commitment to the
environment and the Yuma community!

GYEDC would like to recognize the support in times of need from
APS to California residents that had suffered power loss due to the
fires. APS sent crews from Yuma to help in the reconstruction of
power lines to Paradise, Ca. to restore power for its residents. 
We thank you, APS! 

Yuma County Schools Superintendent Tom Tyree is looking to fill two
school district governing board seats after the Nov. 6 election failed
to produce enough winners to fill the number of chairs available.   
Tyree is accepting letters of interest from prospective board
members through 5 p.m. Dec. 3. He is seeking applicants from the
Somerton Elementary School District and the Southwest Technical
Education District of Yuma (STEDY).  For more information go to
STEDY 
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