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GREATER YUMA EDC
 

Mission Statement: 
To expand economic activity within Yuma County by attracting commerce and
industry to the region, and by assisting in developing the region's existing
industry to its fullest potential. 
 
Vision Statement: 
Greater Yuma will be recognized as a globally competitive region - one that
embraces advancing technology, attracts and retains human capital and
continues to develop & foster the amenities that make the Yuma Region a great
place to live and work.

Karime Hayer <khayer@greateryuma.org>
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In September, I traveled to Phoenix to attend the Nexus Blockchain
conference to hear firsthand the impact and expected growth the
industry sector will have on bandwidth.  These demands along with
autonomous vehicles, tractors, and all other blue tooth connected
devices, are creating unprecedented growth in the commercial
space industry.  Today the commercial space industry is a $350
billion sector.  By 2040 it is projected to grow to $1.1 trillion.  The
Yuma region has valuable assets that present opportunities being
explored and pursued by this growing sector.  The day following the
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Block Chain conference, I had three meetings in Tucson with
aerospace companies that are big disrupters and will drive the
investment growth in commercial space pursuits.  All three
companies recognize the value of the Yuma region, in particular,
Yuma Proving Ground and Yuma International Airport’s assets.   On
October 30 Yuma Proving Ground will be hosting approximately ten
aerospace and defense companies, including the three I visited in
Tucson, Paragon, Freefall, and Vector Systems.    
 

Yuma 50 is working in support of MCAS and YPG to expand the
USO presence in Yuma.  Today the Phoenix USO is providing
support for both of our bases but the need for a full-time local
presence is greatly needed.  Yuma 50 Board Member Rick
Stilgenbauer made a critical introduction to a USO contact in
Washington DC that opened a conversation about Yuma’s needs.
Colonel Suggs has offered a building on base in order to solidify a
permanent USO presence.  The Yuma 50 also continues to
advocate for the widening of Highway 95 in order to create a safer
commute for our YPG workforce and military.   The Yuma 50 will be
co-hosting an El Torro Bowl tailgate with AWC on December 1,
2018, for all active duty and personnel from both bases.  AWC has
graciously donated 500 tickets to both bases and will honor the
military throughout the game.  An entire section will be dedicated to
the military for the El Torro Bowl.  
 

GYEDC and 4FrontED education committee were present at the 3rd
Bi-national Summitt celebrated in San Luis Rio Colorado, Son at the
Instituto Tecnologico de SLRC. The meeting focused on the
importance of the educational partnerships created and expanding
bi-national educational programs. During the presentation, Dr. Corr,
President of AWC, talked about the goals the college has for the
region and the connections that AWC has created with Mexicali, BC
and San Luis RC, Son. Members of the 4FrontED Education
committee were also present such as Paul Melcher, Yuma County
Deputy Administrator and member of 4FrontED, Dr. Linda Elliot-
Nelson, AWC Vice President for Learning Services, Greg LaVann,
GYEDC Vice President, NAU, UA, ASU, and Jose A. Larios, Consul
of the Yuma Mexican Consulate, UPBC, and UABC. 
 

AQST Space Systems Group, LLC has announced that it is moving
its manufacturing facilities to Yuma. The AQST team was pleased to
learn about Yuma’s friendly business environment, turnkey facilities,
infrastructure and the aviation support available at the airport. The
Marine Corps veteran transition services and opportunities to
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develop degree programs in support of AQST’s operations were also
major factors in the site selection decision. AQST is taking
advantage of the existing Joe Foss Hangar in the Defense
Contractor Complex created by the Yuma International Airport. The
project is anticipated to create over 100 FTE with starting salaries
well above Yuma's median wage. 

Almark Foods is underway with their 2nd series of hiring for their
new food manufacturing plant. The company currently employs 85
employees and plans to add an additional 50 FTE year-end.

Greg LaVann along with educators and representatives from local
businesses came together on Tuesday night for a screening and
panel discussion of a documentary film that explores the challenges
faced by teachers in Arizona. The documentary, titled “Teaching in
Arizona” also explored opportunities for improving the profession
and supporting educators. TVT, along with the Yuma Education
Advocacy Council and the Expect More Arizona nonprofit, presented
a public screening of the new documentary short film in Yuma on
Oct. 2 at the Arizona Western College (AWC) Schoening Conference
Center. The film highlighted the issue of teacher recruitment and
retention through the telling of personal stories of three teachers in
public schools in Arizona.  After the screening, a panel discussion
took place that explored the state of teaching in Arizona and ways
that the Yuma community along with GYEDC are working to boost
teaching and learning. 

GYEDC assisted our Yuma County workforce partners to host the
2018 Yuma County Job & Education Fair at the Yuma Civic Center.
This year, the fair welcomed over 1,700 job seekers to the event.
Employers from a wide range of businesses were there to fill 1,668
job openings. The fair not only offered job opportunities but it also
provided seminars on interviewing, resume writing, Linkedin profile
creation and dressing to impress. It was a successful event that
showcased Yuma's amazing collaborative spirit.

GYEDC will continue engaging with business in Yuma County
through our Business Retention and Expansion Survey for 2018.
This year we are visiting Agriculture, Manufacturing, Logistics, and
Utilities in an effort to mitigate issues that deter future success of
operating a business in Yuma County. If you would like to participate
in this survey, please call our office at (928) 782-7774 or, you can
also email Karime Hayer at  khayer@greateryuma.org to schedule a
visit with one of the staff members. 
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Gila Ridge High School student, Kailee Bunte, was named ACT
2018 Student Champion. Kailee will receive the ACT Student
Champion Award and $500 dollars scholarship. The ACT College
and Career Readiness Champions are high school seniors that
are making a difference in their communities for their efforts to
advance college and career readiness. There were more than
5,000 applicants across the country and Kailee was the only
student selected from Arizona. Congratulations!

Big shout out to Southwest Gas company for donating a Ford F-
750 to the Countyline Fire Department which covers about 150
square miles of unincorporated area in Yuma and Maricopa
counties. Special thanks to Rick Rohrick for such donation.

The Yuma Mayor invites all community members and visitors to
the 3rd Annual Binational Bicycle Ride on October 20th, 2018.
This is an event to showcase our civic pride and to bring together
leaders and communities from both sides of the border. To
register click here and enjoy the ride!

Greater Yuma EDC's Roaring 20s Annual Dinner will be held on October 25, 2018. 
Thank you to our wonderful sponsors for this year's dinner:  

AEA Federal Credit Union Arizona Public Service 
      Arizona Western College        Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona 

    Foothills Bank National Bank of Arizona 
  Southwest Gas University of Arizona 

Yuma Regional Medical Center       San Luis Industrial Park 
TRAX International Chicago Title Agency 

Yuma Southwest Contractors Association 
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EVENTS & PICTURES

MCAS Yuma 1st Annual Telegraph Pass Challenge! 
Yuma 50 is proud to co-sponsor this 1st annual event. 

The bike course will head off the main trailhead of Telegraph, head 
west, and loop around to merge with running course on the east 
side. Runners will run to the top of Telegraph and loop back down 
the mountain and finish at the starting point. This event is open to 
the Yuma Community!
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