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We Would Like to Welcome the New Investors of GYEDC 

* LaBasso Packaging
* Packaging Corporation of America

5 Crane Schools Rank In Top 10, Earning Rewards

By Amy Crawford, Sun Staff Writer, Sep 12, 2017, Updated Sep 12, 2017

Five of Crane’s schools were awarded nearly $1 million in the program, for which the

Legislature allocated $37.6 million last spring. 
Except, Arizona’s schools performed better than anticipated, said Crane’s Chief of Finance

and Operations Dale Ponder, so there is a 2.6 percent shortfall in the program that districts

might be on the hook for if the Legislature fails to make up the difference. 
“They would need to allocate $945,000 to meet the shortfall,” Ponder said before the

second reward payment is due to districts at the end of May. If the Legislature does not

fund the shortfall, the Arizona Department of Education will reduce districts’ awards by 2.6

percent to keep from over-drawing the fund. 



Schools were split into two groups, those with greater than 60 percent free and reduced

lunch (FRL) and those less than 60 percent free and reduced lunches, Ponder explained in

his presentation to the board. Schools with 60 percent or higher FRL scoring in the top 10

percent received $400 per student. Those with 60 percent or less FRL received $225 per

student. 
Gowan Science Academy, Salida Del Sol, Pueblo Elementary, H.L. Suverkrup and Crane

Middle School ranked in the top 10 percent of the state based on averages of their English

and math scores. 
Ponder noted that the “per student” rate was actually based on a district’s average daily

membership and that kindergartners only count as half in that formula. 
“This program seems to weigh a little bit more heavily on those that have a lower poverty

rate,” Ponder said in his analysis of the program. 
He pointed out the majority of the funds for the program ($23.77 million) went to 188

schools with a population of 110,530 students that had less than 60 percent free and

reduced lunch. Further broken down, about $8.5 million went to schools with no free or

reduced lunch data, he noted, and as schools approached the 60 percent cutoff, less than

$1 million was awarded to those schools. The same applied to the schools with high

numbers on free and reduced lunch. 
Ponder said the district was pleased it had four high-poverty schools performing at high

levels. He also noted that Ronald Reagan School missed the eligibility criteria by a mere

2.5 points. 
In other news, the board heard from Gowan Science Principal Jamie Haines about her

school’s Apple Distinguished School application. Parent-teacher conferences will take

place the week of Oct. 2. 
Board member Brenna Paulin gave a report from the communication committee. Ponder

noted that the governor had been notified that the effort to put the repeal of empowerment

scholarship accounts to voters had moved forward. 
The board also approved the use of funds generated by the district’s procurement

department be used to pay to join the Education Finance Reform Group.

At Mexico College, Students Make Ideas Fly



Photo: Courtesy of CETYS University 
 PIMSA Industrial Developers from Baja California, Mexico, has recently expanded to the City of

Yuma under the name of International Industrial Developers, LLC. 

Christine Negroni. Forbes.com Sep 14, 2017

As students arrive for the 2017/2018 academic year at Mexico’s CETYS University, the 
learning that takes place here is as easy to spot as the big yellow airplane suspended from 
the ceiling of the Thermo-Fluids Lab on the Mexicali campus. The remote-controlled airplane is 
the creation of two dozen engineering and science students who went to the university and 
learned how to make their ideas fly. 
The 2017 entry was supported by several large or well-known companies doing business in 
this area of the country including, UTC Aerospace Systems, PIMSA and Honeywell. 
Read the full article here
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At Cocopah Casino & Resort 15318 S. Avenue B. Somerton, AZ 

Saturday September 23 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

SOMERTON 
Lt-U,MMR� Uf COMt tE.kLE. 
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