
October 25, 2016 Issue 
 

• Greater Yuma EDC Annual Dinner Sponsors  
• Yuma Sun Takes 26 Awards In State News/Ad Contest 
• Evans Custom Concrete: Del Sol Grocery Store Update 
• Fisher Dodge Donates Car To D.A.R.E.  Program 
• Goodwill Hiring Event 
• Chillin’Out: AWC Wins Award For Energy-Saving Project 

Greater Yuma EDC  
Investors Making News 



2 

Thank you to all of our sponsors for their continued support 
of Greater Yuma EDC and our Annual Dinner 
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The Yuma Sun received 26 awards 
at the 2016 Arizona Newspaper 
Association’s annual meeting in 
Phoenix on Saturday, including 
first place for Best Use of 
Photography and first place for 
General Excellence in Advertising 
in its division. 

Within its division, the Yuma Sun received 26 awards at the 2016 Arizona Newspaper 
Association’s annual meeting in Phoenix on Saturday, including first place for Best Use of 
Photography and first place for General Excellence in Advertising in its division. 
 
The Yuma Sun earned these awards in Division 4 — newspapers with a daily circulation 
under 25,000. 
 
“The Yuma Sun team gives it 100 percent every single day, and I'm delighted that the Arizona 
Newspaper Association recognizes their efforts too," said Lisa Reilly, Yuma Sun publisher 
following the awards ceremony. "Congratulations to each member of the Yuma Sun team for 
their accomplishments!“ 
 
Advertising and Editorial 
• General Excellence –Third Place 
 
Awards for editorial 
• Amy Crawford –Best Headline –Various Headlines –First Place 
• Warner Strausbaugh –Best Sports Story –Commitment to Excellence –Second Place 
• Randy Hoeft –Best Team, Sport or Sports Beat Coverage –Cocopah Speedway Coverage –

First Place 
 

*For a complete list of awards visit www.yumasun.com 
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Cocopah Police Department Has A New Car 

www.kyma.com By: Melissa Aguilar  

Posted: Oct 05, 2016 04:21 PM PDT 

Updated: Oct 05, 2016 10:47 PM PDT 

YUMA, Ariz. - Cocopah Police Department's D.A.R.E program has been 

donated a new car from Fisher Dodge, a local car dealership. 

 

The agency's owner, Joseph Fisher, donated a black, Dodge Charger 

after a police officer approached him a few months ago. Fisher says the 

car is equipped like a police car and has D.A.R.E logos painted on it's 

doors. 

 

"We're really proud to be a great member of the community. Yuma county 

supports us and they have for the last 35 years, and our kids are our 

future. So it's something we have to support and have to make sure that 

they stay off drugs and become great citizens and future employees and 

customers," Fisher said. 

 

The car dealership hopes the new car will attract students who are 

involved with D.A.R.E. 
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Goodwill Hiring 

Event 

 

Namedropper 

Yuma Sun 10-16-16 

Jeff Byrd (left), community relations 
officer with 1st Bank Yuma; and San 
Juana Macias, Yuma district 
manager for Goodwill; chatted with 
prospective applicants Abby 
Compton and Shianna Hollister. 

Some 30 companies and 

several hundred job 

seekers attended 

Goodwill’s 4th quarter 

hiring event recently. 

 



Chillin' Out: AWC Wins Award For 

Energy-Saving Project 

By Amy Crawford, Yuma Sun staff writer Updated Oct 17, 2016 

Before a new energy project went online, loss of air-conditioning at AWC usually meant closing 

down campus, a case study reported. 

 

The dormitories and student union at Arizona Western College seemed to get the short end of the 

air-conditioning stick, according to a brief on the case study from FlowEnergy, a subcontractor on 

the project, as the college struggled to control its chilled water system. 

 

“The cafeteria used to be a sauna,” said Director of Facilities Steve Eckert in marketing materials 

for the project. “Now it’s cool and comfortable.” 

 

The project has been heralded for its innovation and effectiveness, AWC said in a news release, 

with an Exemplary Practices Award from the Community College Business Officers. The award 

was presented to Eckert at its annual fall conference in Orlando, Fla. Eckert also gave an hour-

long presentation on the project at the conference. 

 

The chiller project has helped the college see an annual savings of about 2.5 million kilowatt 

hours in electricity usage (about 15 percent of the college’s total electricity bill) and a 15 percent 

reduction in peak demand charges. 
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Arizona Western College has won an award 

for its chiller optimization project, which has 

saved the college more than $250,000 in utility 

costs. Electricity and monetary savings were 

from the 2015-2016 fiscal year. 



The college received a $275,000 utility rebate from Arizona Public Service, the college’s utility 

company, the largest in Yuma County history, according to the case study. At the September 

governing board meeting, Vice President for Finance and Administrative Services Carole T. 

Coleman noted that the project had saved the college more than $250,000 in utility costs. Electricity 

and monetary savings were from the 2015-2016 fiscal year. 

 

The chiller project came about because AWC had trouble cooling the far end of campus, which 

resulted in a lot of comfort complaints, forcing building occupants to make manual adjustments to 

the AC systems, the college said in a news release. All three chillers were used during the summer 

months and there was no spare chilled water capacity to support a campus expansion project. 

Additionally, AWC was experiencing high electricity consumption and inflated peak demand. 

 

The system cools air for more than 650,000 square feet across 31 buildings, the study noted. 

 

Faced with possibly building a new chilled water plant, which would have cost millions, the study 

said, the college sought out other solutions, and ended up partnering with the Sodexo 

Comprehensive Service Solutions Group. 

 

In February 2013, the two entities met to discuss a feasibility study that explored possible electricity 

and water usage savings, AWC said in its news release. A study determined that some significant 

savings could be realized as well as rebates from APS. 

 

From April 2014 to December 2014, several central plant modifications were made and 39 special-

patented valves were installed throughout the campus, AWC said. The project was funded by 

Sodexo America LLC with AWC repaying the project costs over a 10-year period. 

 

The project has also allowed the college to recover about 600 tons of cooling capacity, which let 

the college add three more buildings to the system. 

 

The installed comfort-management system will also help the college identify problematic units and 

monitor energy use for new savings opportunities, the study said. 
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Vice President for Finance and Administrative 

Services Carole T. Coleman presents a plaque to 

AWC President Daniel Corr from the CCBO 

conference at the September governing board 

meeting. 


