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Mission Statement: 
 
To expand economic activity within Yuma County by 
attracting commerce and industry to the region, and 
by assisting in developing the region's existing 
industry to its fullest potential. 
  

Vision Statement: 
    
Greater Yuma will be recognized as a globally 
competitive region— one that embraces advancing 
technology, attracts and retains human capital and 
continues to develop & foster the amenities that 
make the Yuma Region a great place to live and work. 
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May was a month full of client activity and travel.  Several client meetings were held this past month 
along with trips to meet with new partners in Mexicali Baja.  I’m hopeful we will have new outcomes to 
report from this very soon. 
 
With all the talk of budget adoption and the State balancing their budget we are coordinating a citizens 
committee that will be a voice at the State Legislature that can strengthen opposition towards practices 
that allow for sweeps of restricted funds and cost shifts for services that should be provided by the State 
but have been forced onto the Schools, Counties and Cities.  This is how the State continues to balance 
their budget without raising taxes, essentially forcing the Schools, Counties and Cities to raise their taxes.   
We will be holding our first meeting on June 16th.  We are starting as a small working group and will be 
coming to the public for support of initiative’s and seeking help with delivering the message to our 
elected leaders. 
 
In this edition of the E-Newsletter there is an invitation from Yuma International Airport to attend 
stakeholder meetings to learn about the airports efforts to secure Air Service to Yuma.  There are 
multiple dates and times offered, please take advantage of this opportunity, presented by YIA Leadership. 
 
We have included a legislative recap for everyone to view in this edition.  Many bills flew under the radar 
and do have impacts to our region.  Mostly positive impacts; HB 2239 and HB 2666 both have revisions in 
favor of Rural Areas of the State.  This positively impacts all of Yuma County.  Several bills will reduce the 
tax burden for companies and create a pro-business climate. 
 
Some of the “not-so-good” news is the new regulations affecting Yuma County through the Federal Clean 
Air Act’s Ozone Standards.  Included in this edition is an update to the ruling. 
 
The University of Arizona needs your help with funding scholarships for local engineering students.  This 
is an investment in Yuma’s future, please read the request from Tanya Hodges.   
 
Several of GYEDC’s investors were recognized in the Chamber Newsletter for the “Excellence in 
Education” awards.  Congratulations to all the winners this year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Julie Engel 



Excellent healthcare services are a key element for economic development growth in 

2016. Yuma Regional Medical Center recently was awarded an “A” grade for the year of 

2015 by the Hospital Safety Score which uses standard national performance measures 

to rate hospitals around the country. This score rates how well the hospital keeps his 

patients safe from medical errors and also measures the doctors’ process during 

evaluation and treatment of their patients. The Hospital Safety Score methodology is 

reviewed by patient safety experts from around the country.  

The increase in services provided, capital improvement expansions and high ratings 

given to the YRMC hospital are valuable not only to the community but our economic 

development efforts.  

Quality of education, healthcare and lifestyle amenities have recently increased 

significantly in importance within the company site selection process.  The health sector 

in the United States is becoming a key attraction tool within the decision making for 

business looking to expand or relocate. The abundance of hospitals and clinic 

availability in communities mean a healthy community; hence, health equals to 

productivity.  

The income generated as a result of YRMC creating a large number of jobs promotes 

the growth of economic development thru normal operations such utilities, building 

maintenance, medical equipment, construction, services, taxes, and payroll taxes. 

YRMC employs 2,000 employees, over 300 medical practitioners and hundreds of 

volunteers. 
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YUMA REGIONAL MEDICAL 

CENTER SCORES “A”  

By: Karime Hayer 
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Posted: Tuesday, May 24, 2016 7:07 pm 

By Blake Herzog, @BlakeHerzog 
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Ozone Zone: Yuma 

County May Find Itself 

Under EPA Restrictions 

Yuma County has landed in the crosshairs of the federal Clean Air Act's ozone standards 

due to conditions it has no control over, and people need to look for ways to minimize 
the damage to its economy that could result. 
 
This was the message Tuesday from Tim Franquist, director of the Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality's air quality division, during a meeting attended by about 30 local 
government and business leaders and residents at the city of Yuma's public works 
building. 
 
He and other state officials came down from Phoenix to present a proposed boundary 
for an ozone nonattainment area which would be centered over western Yuma, with the 

southern boundary at about County 12th Street (40th Street in the city) and on the east at 
Avenue 4E, extending out to the state line to the north and west. 
 
Franquist said ADEQ is trying to limit the size of the area, which could be subject to 
additional environmental regulations starting in October 2017, but the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency can opt for either the proposed boundary or move it as 
far south as the Mexican border, which Franquist said is a real possibility. 
 
"What we're trying to do is pick a spot which the EPA doesn't challenge the DEQ 
recommendation, but at the same time we don't want to set ourselves up for a huge land 

grab that goes all the way to the border," he said. 
 
"Sometimes in life we have nothing but bad choices, and ADEQ is now unfortunately in 
that situation to pick a bad choice.“ 
 
The EPA decided last October to lower the minimum standard for ozone pollution from 75 
parts per billion to 70 ppb, while Yuma County's one official ozone monitor now has a 
"design standard" of about 76, which puts it well over the standard. 
 
Yuma doesn't have the same kind of persistent ozone pollution as some parts of 
California, but could find itself under many of the same restrictions. "You could be in L.A. 
where you experience 360 bad days per year, or in a situation like Yuma that had five, 
and you're going to get stuck at the same level of nonattainment," Franquist said. 
 

Continue next page… 
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The state must submit its proposed boundaries to the EPA by October 2016, he said, 
and it will likely receive any notifications of EPA-mandated changes by June 2017, with 
little time for appeals before the new standard is supposed to take effect in October 
2017. 

 
If part of Yuma County is declared a "marginal" ozone nonattainment area next year, 
reformulated gasoline which would be more expensive would have to be sold within its 
borders. But officials are most worried about the economic impact of ozone "offsets.“ 
 
Any business opening or expanding in the nonattainment area which would emit more 
than 100 tons of ozone into the atmosphere would be required to find another source 
of pollution in that area which releases at least that much, and either buy it out so it 
could be shut down or buy updated equipment to reduce that other source's emissions 
below the level they would be releasing. 

 
Franquist said, "If you are getting courted by business, now is the opportune time. The 
offsets won't kick in until October 2017, so it shouldn't necessarily scare business away," 
he said, with ADEQ doing what it can to issue any air quality permits it can before that 
time. 
 
"I know it's already scared one away," Yuma City Councilmember Gary Knight said, 
without elaborating. 
 
Whatever the boundary ends up being, businesses outside the nonattainment area 

aren't likely to be hit with any more regulations, Franquist said, because that would be 
up to Gov. Doug Ducey, and he's not interested in extending the regulations any 
farther than they have to go. 
 
Offsets can be expensive to obtain anywhere, and especially difficult in a place like 
Yuma County which doesn't have large point sources to work with, he said. 
 
"I don't want to be an alarmist; just because we don't have the solutions today doesn't 
mean we won't in the future. We are working with a technical work group...to try to find 
non-traditional ozone offsets that help with this," he added. 

 
Ozone is the odorless and colorless gas which results from the interaction of certain 
substances with heat and oxygen in the atmosphere. The source of those substances 
can be cars, factories, household cleaning supplies and even organic matter. 

Continue next page … 
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In the upper atmosphere the dwindling ozone layer protects the planet from 
ultraviolet solar rays, but at ground level ozone causes respiratory problems, 

especially for those with asthma or other chronic lung conditions. 
 
Wind patterns blowing pollution in from California and Mexico undoubtedly 
account for part of Yuma County's ozone problem, though estimates of the impact 
vary from around 30 percent up to 97 percent, depending on how it's measured. 
But federal regulations allow only limited exemptions from pollution from outside 
sources, whether its ozone or PM10 dust particulates, for which Yuma County has 
been in a nonattainment area for about two decades. 
 
One of the meeting's attendees, Art Allen of the Arizona Farm Bureau, said local 
farmers and other leaders brought up the issue of Yuma's desert environment, and 

whether it should be held to the same dust pollution standard as a place like 
Seattle. "What the EPA will tell you is bad air is bad air," he said. 
 
Under the current ozone regulations, Yuma County's best-case scenario will 
probably be to obtain an exemption from the EPA for pollution that originates from 
U.S. urban areas or Mexico, Franquist said. It would still be a "marginal" 
nonattainment area, but it would probably not face additional regulations every 
three to six years. 
 
Deputy Yuma County Administrator Paul Melcher said the county Board of 

Supervisors is planning a work session on the ozone topic after its June 20 meeting to 
go over some strategies and talking points to lobby federal officials about the issue. 
 
"We're not really arguing about the science and the math; it's illogical and that 
doesn't matter to anybody. What we need is to go back and take a look at certain 
elements of this, and we need to prevent Yuma from becoming a nonattainment 
area in the first place," Melcher said. 
 
A 30-day public comment period on the proposed Yuma County ozone 
nonattainment area will begin May 31. The ADEQ is planning additional meetings in 

Yuma about the issue in July and August. 
 
Franquist said his agency is committed to preserving air and environmental quality, 
but Arizona is one of several states and business groups suing the EPA over the new 
ozone standard, which they contend will not meaningfully protect public health 
and will be nearly impossible for areas like Yuma to meet. 
 
That lawsuit is still in the very early stages, so if it has any impact it could take a 
while. Legislation has also been introduced in Congress to delay implementation of 
the new standard. 
 
But for now the ADEQ is working within the current federal schedule, Franquist said, 
and fears the EPA's nonattainment area for Yuma will be larger than the agency 
proposal. 
 

Continue next page… 
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"We want to make sure that we regulate the environment in a meaningful way, and 
we're really concerned they will go all the way to the Mexican border. We don't see 
the standard as appropriate, nor do we see the border as a defensible boundary 
either," he said. 
 
Arizona and other states suing over the 70 ppb ozone standard say the science the 
EPA used to arrive at it is unrealistic, based on a study of how exposure to ozone 
affected 31 people who were exercising strenuously for more than six hours. 

 
But some contend the new standard isn't strict enough. Sandy Bahr of the Grand 
Canyon Chapter of the Sierra Club told the Yuma Sun in April studies by health 
experts have shown the standard should be no higher than 60 ppb. 
 
"They found this level to be most protective of vulnerable and sensitive populations," 
she said. Medical groups and the American Lung Association also endorsed the 60 
ppb standard before the EPA went to 70 last year. 
 
The EPA is required under the Clean Air Act to periodically review standards for 

ozone and the five other pollutants it regulates, and the agency could revisit the 
ozone standard as soon as 2020. 
 
Yuma Sun staff writer Blake Herzog can be reached at (928) 539-6856 or 
bherzog@yumasun.com. 



 Mary Jo Pitzl, The Republic | azcentral.com  8:30 p.m. MST May 26, 2016 
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Gov. Doug Ducey said money from Proposition 123 will start flowing to schools next week, even 
as the office that is in charge of releasing those funds is seeking a legal opinion first. 
 
The governor's comments came after he attended a ceremony to officially certify results of the 
May 17 election. 
 
Earlier this week, Treasurer Jeff DeWit asked the state Board of Investment to seek an attorney 
general opinion on whether his office has the authority to release money from the state land 
trust without congressional approval. The board agreed to seek the opinion. 
 
DeWit has maintained the higher distribution from the trust fund violates the state's Enabling 
Act, which set up the fund at statehood. It can be changed by a congressional vote. 
 
On Thursday, DeWit said the money might not materialize as quickly as the governor is 
suggesting. 
 
"I can't do anything until I get a green light from the attorney general," DeWit said. 
 
If that happens, the Board of Investment needs to meet again to authorize the distribution. Its 
next regular meeting is June 28. DeWit said he was not sure if he could call a special meeting to 
speed up the process. 
 
Ducey said the legal go-aheadis not needed. His office sought a legal opinion last year that 
concluded the higher distribution is allowed under the current trust-fund guidelines. 

Back To Contents 

Continue next page… 
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“We have firm legal opinions," Ducey said at an impromptu news conference after the election 
canvass. "This has already happened with Prop. 118.” 
 
That proposition in 2012 authorized an adjustment to the trust-fund distribution and did not 
require congressional OK. 
 
With the passage of Prop. 123, Arizona's schools are poised to receive $224 million — a year's 
worth of payments — in June. Ducey celebrated the measure's passage, calling it "a very big idea" 
that will benefit teachers and schools for the coming decade. 
 
"The issue is behind us, and we can turn the page and we can think about what’s next: 
improvement in the classroom and better results for our children," he said. 
 
Thursday's canvass makes the vote final on Prop. 123, which passed with 50.9 percent of the vote. 
Secretary of State Michele Reagan also signed the canvass for Prop. 124, which revises the state's 
public-safety retirement system. It passed with 70.4 percent of the vote. 
 
Reach the reporter at maryjo.pitzl@arizonarepublic.com and follow her on Twitter @maryjpitzl. 
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Dear Yuma Community Leaders: 

  

We need your help! ……. 5 Years ago, UA began offering dual credit Engineering 102 in our high 

schools. We began with one high school and now have this dual credit class offered in all five of our 

schools.  I am very excited to say, Yuma County is the only county that offers this program in all of our 

High Schools. This year we have over 100 high school students enrolled in this dual credit/University of 

Arizona engineering class. This is something to be very proud of considering that these high school 

students must have the same prerequisites as the college students that take the class in Tucson on the UA 

campus. 

This dual credit course means that our Yuma students will get both high school and college credit once 

they pass the class. This dual credit class has been discounted so that it costs $495/3 credits instead of the 

normal $1,500/3credits. This tuition covers two week summer training in Tucson for the high school 

instructor and supplies for the class.  Many of our students are having a difficult time finding the money to 

pay to receive college credit. I personally could not stand telling an exceptionally smart student that they 

could not take the class because they lacked the money to pay.  Financial aid only begins in college, not 

high school. I had these students complete an application and set up payment plans so that these students 

had to pay $30.00/money from September - May. Our Yuma County students have lived up to their end of 

the bargain and now these students are in need of scholarship to pay the rest of their fee so they can receive 

the credit this June on their university transcript. 

Please consider sponsoring these students in scholarship.  Checks can be made payable to: University of 

Arizona – College of Engineering Foundation and in the memo area, at the bottom of the check, Yuma 

County High Schools Engineering Class 102 

  

These are the schools and their scholarship amounts needed for students: 

Cibola High school                                         $1,275.00 

Yuma High School                                         $   375.00 

Gila Ridge H. S.                                               $   255.00 

Total Scholarship amount needed:         $1,904.00 

**the other high schools have the class but students did not require scholarship** 

  

THANK YOU! So much for supporting Yuma County students &  higher education. Please feel free to call 

us if you have any questions. 

  

Very Sincerely, 

Tanya Hodges 

Regional Academic Programs Coordinator 

University of Arizona- Yuma/LaPaz/Imperial 

  

2020 S. Avenue 8E - Ag. & Science Bld. 138 

Yuma, Arizona 85365  

(928) 271-9560 (c)  

(928) 344 - 7579 (fax) 
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Visit our website at 
www.greateryuma.org 

Like & Follow us on 
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