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Press Release 

From U.S. Senator John McCain 

Jun 14 2016 

SENATE PASSES SASC CHAIRMAN JOHN McCAIN’S DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION BILL, VITAL 
FOR ARIZONA’S MILITARY COMMUNITY 
Washington, D.C. – U.S. Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Chairman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, released the following statement on the Senate’s passage of the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2017 and those provisions within it that are of significant 
importance to Arizona:   
 
“I’m very proud that the Senate voted overwhelmingly today to pass the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. The NDAA is an ambitious piece of legislation that makes 
major reforms to the Department of Defense in order to save taxpayer dollars where we can and 
reinvest savings into supporting the readiness and capability of our warfighters. 
 
“I am especially proud that this year’s legislation enhances Arizona’s remarkable contributions to 
national security and gives troops, veterans and military families across our state the resources and 
support they need. From once again preventing the Obama Administration from prematurely 
retiring the A-10s stationed at Davis-Monthan to maintaining the Marine Corps’ last Search and 
Rescue unit in the country in Yuma to training the next-generation fighter pilots at the unparalleled 
Barry Goldwater Range, the NDAA will allow Arizona’s proud military community to continue 
making critical contributions to the defense of our nation.  
 
“The horrific terror attack in Orlando has reminded us all of the grave threats facing our country and 
world. It has never been more important to support our troops with the resources they need to 
confront a diverse array of threats to our homeland. I look forward to working with our colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to produce a bill that ensures our troops have all they need to 
defend our interests and rise to the challenges of a more dangerous world.” 
 
The following provisions are included in the NDAA: 
 
KEEPING THE A-10 FLYING AT DAVIS-MONTHAN AIR FORCE BASE 
 
The NDAA once again prevents any premature retirement of the A-10 Warthog, which continues its 
vital role in the fight against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and supporting NATO’s 
efforts in Eastern Europe to deter Russian aggression by protecting American service members and 
our allies in combat. Despite the Obama Administration’s repeated attempts to retire the A-10 fleet, 
the NDAA once again prohibits the Air Force from retiring any A-10 Warthogs and fully funds the 
flight hours, pilot training, fuel, maintenance and ammunition for all A-10s for the upcoming year. 
 
The NDAA also prohibits the Air Force from destroying any A-10s in storage in order to maintain the 
availability of spare parts for combat A-10s. 

Continue next page … 
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PRESERVING THE EC-130H COMPASS CALL ELECTRONIC ATTACK FLEET AT DAVIS-MONTHAN AIR 
FORCE BASE 
 
The NDAA fully funds the EC-130H Compass Call electronic attack airplanes stationed at Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson. Last year’s NDAA prohibited the Air Force from retiring the EC-
130H Compass Call for another year. These jamming and surveillance aircraft are critical to protecting 
our ground troops from sophisticated electronic attacks in conflicts across the Middle East such as 
Libya, Iraq and Afghanistan as well as against potential threats in the Pacific and Europe. 
 
TRAINING THE NEXT-GENERATION OF FIGHTER PILOTS 
 
The NDAA funds 63 F-35 fighter jets for the Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps. Luke Air Force Base and 
Marine Corps Air Station Yuma will provide unparalleled training at the Barry Goldwater Range 
complex for many of America and our allies’ next-generation of fighter pilots. 
 
MAINTAINING SEARCH AND RESCUE CAPABILITY IN YUMA 
 
The NDAA prohibits the Marine Corps from retiring the last search and rescue unit in the country at 
Marine Corps Air Station Yuma. This unique search and rescue mission provides critical assistance not 
only for military air operations but also for civilian and local law enforcement in the region. More than 
half of all Marine aviation sorties are flown out of MCAS Yuma which necessitates keeping this asset 
for safety reasons for our military pilots as well as for local needs. 
 
ENHANCES ROLE OF ARIZONA’S MILITARY INDUSTRY 
 
The NDAA ensures that Arizona’s defense industry continues to manufacture and innovate new 
weapons systems and defense technologies that our troops need to defend and protect the nation: 
 
CHANDLER 
 
• Directs a study of increased utilization of excess solid rocket motors currently being stored in 

Arizona for new space launch opportunities. 
 
MESA 
 
• Fully funds the Army’s request of $1.14 billion for 52 Apache helicopters to be remanufactured at 

Boeing in Mesa and authorizes the Army to enter into a long-term contract with Boeing for 
Apaches. The Army’s AH-64 Apache Attack Helicopter has played a vital role in every major combat 
operation since entering service. Just this week, Defense Secretary Ashton Carter confirmed the 
AH-64 Apache aircraft have been providing combat support to Iraqi security forces in the coalition 
campaign against ISIL in Iraq and Syria. Apaches have also been active in the fight against the 
Taliban in Afghanistan. This funding authorization will not only be critical for supporting our 
missions overseas, but also providing Mesa with stability and predictability for Apache 
manufacturing for several years while saving critical taxpayer dollars. 

 

Continue next page … 
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PHOENIX 
 
• Directs the Air Force to increase the use of commercial and next-generation communications 

satellite constellations provided by Arizona’s satellite industry. 
 
SIERRA VISTA 
 
• Requires the Army to plan for the growth of Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) throughout the 

military, including the increased use of training resources and ranges at Fort Huachuca. 
 
TUCSON 
 
• Nearly doubles the budget for Raytheon to manufacture 96 additional Tomahawk missiles for 

a total of 196 missiles in 2017 and 439 Sidewinder missiles which will be manufactured at 
Raytheon in Tucson. This will provide our forces the advanced capability and capacity to deter 
and defeat any potential adversary. 

• Fully funds the Navy’s request for 125 SM-6 missiles to be developed and produced at 
Raytheon in Tucson. This will provide the Navy with the latest technology to deter and defeat 
the most advanced threats in the Asia-Pacific, Middle East and European theatres. 

• Fully funds the Navy’s request for 2 Coastal Battlefield Reconnaissance and Analysis (COBRA) 
airborne payloads that will enable Navy units to detect objects in the beach zone. 

• Fully funds the Missile Defense Agency’s request to procure 35 SM-3 Block IB missiles, which 
are engineered and developed in Arizona. This will provide the United States and our allies 
advanced protection from ballistic missiles. 

SUPPORTING NEW MILITARY CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
 
The NDAA provides much-needed funding for military construction projects in Arizona, including: 
 
• Marine Corps Air Station, Yuma: $16.6 million for Aviation Maintenance Facilities for new F-35 

aircraft; 
• Luke Air Force Base, Phoenix: $15.6 million for F-35 Flightline Operations Facilities for 

increased safety and additional flights; 
• Luke Air Force Base, Phoenix: $11.2 million for F-35 Maintenance Facilities for additional 

aircraft arriving at Luke Air Force Base; 
• Fort Huachuca, Sierra Vista: $1.87 million at Fort Huachuca for communications facility 

renovations for the Defense Information Systems Agency; and 
• Army Reserve, Phoenix: $30 million for a new Army Reserve Center in Phoenix that will meet 

force protection and training standards. This will support more than 600 Army Reservists in 
the Phoenix area. 

STRENGTHENING BORDER SECURITY 
 
The NDAA requires the Department of Defense to coordinate with the Department of Homeland 
Security on military training operations in Arizona and along the southern border, which will 
enhance the military’s ability to share information and intelligence collected during training that 
could benefit the drug interdiction and border security operations of the Department of 
Homeland Security and civilian law enforcement. These provisions will not only increase military 
readiness, but also help Arizona to stop illegal drug trafficking and secure its borders through 
enhanced intelligence and information sharing. 
 

Continue next page … 
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The legislation also requires the Secretary of Homeland Security to develop metrics to measure the 
effectiveness of security along the border, including at ports of entry, between ports of entry, and in 
the maritime environment. These metrics will enhance the ability to more accurately assess 
progress in securing the border by using consistent and robust performance measures and will help 
inform how our border security capabilities can be most effectively employed. 
 
Finally, the bill urges the Secretary of Defense to accelerate the transfer of any excess inventory of 
night vision technology to U.S. Customs and Border Protection to enhance border security 
operations. 
 
STRENGTHENING ARIZONA MILITARY COMMUNITIES AND FAMILIES 
 
The NDAA funds $25 million in supplemental impact aid to local educational agencies with military 
dependent children and $5 million in impact aid for schools with military dependent children with 
severe disabilities in Arizona and around the nation. 
 
SUPPORTING FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM & WORLDWIDE THREATS 
 
As the challenges to our national security continue to grow in diversity and complexity, the NDAA 
bolsters support for the fight against terrorism and worldwide threats: 
 
• Authorizes $1.3 billion in consolidated funding for counter-ISIL efforts, including “train and 

equip” programs in Iraq and Syria and border security operations in Jordan and Lebanon. 
• Authorizes $3.4 billion for the Afghanistan Security Forces Fund to preserve the gains of the last 

15 years and continue to degrade and defeat terrorist organizations with transnational 
operational reach and intent to harm U.S. national security interests. 

• Authorizes $239 million for U.S.-Israeli cooperative missile defense programs. 
• Authorizes $3.4 billion to support the European Reassurance Initiative and increase the capability 

and readiness of U.S. and NATO forces to deter and, if necessary, respond to Russian aggression. 
• Authorizes up to $500 million to provide security assistance to Ukraine, including lethal 

assistance. The bill restricts half of these funds until the Secretary of Defense certifies that 
Ukraine has taken substantial action to make defense institutional reforms to fight corruption, 
increase accountability, and sustain capabilities developed by security assistance efforts. 

 



The UA recently announced the creation of the Arizona Transportation Research 
Institute, a campus wide collaboration that will dive into creating solutions for 
modern transportation issues in Arizona. 

 

Larry Head, interim director of the institute and professor of systems and 
industrial engineering, said he hopes the institute improves certain 
transportation issues such as traffic congestion, transportation safety and vehicle 
pollution. 

 

“We’ve been researching advanced technology in transportation through the 
college of engineering for a long time, but as we looked around campus, we see 
lots of other people doing research related to transportation,” Head said. 
“Transportation issues affect everybody in their everyday lives.” 

 

Equipped with faculty from different departments and colleges across campus, 
AzTRI hopes to use the interdisciplinary expertise to address these challenges. 

According to Head, the majority of AzTRI’s funding will come from sponsored 
research projects that different faculty members will submit proposals for. 

 

“We submitted some proposals to the University Transportation Centers, so we 
hope to get a lot of the funding through that program,” Head said. “A little bit of 
the startup funding has come from the senior vice president of research office.” 

 

Kimberly Andrews Espy, senior vice president of research at the UA, said Arizona 
is the sixth largest state in the United States, and with that comes a lot of ground 
to cover. 

 

“We are the corridor between many of the things that are manufactured in 
Mexico, then distributed all across the country and then passed into the world,” 
Espy said, “So transportation is a huge part of Arizona’s commerce and the fabric 
of how we do business.” 

 

 

UA Launches New 
Interdisciplinary 

Transportation 
Research Institute 
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With major interstates and the U.S.-Mexico border, Arizona sees a lot of movement. 
 
“In two-way traffic, more than 46 million people, 17 million cars and 760,000 trucks crossed the Arizona-
Mexico border in 2015,” according to Arizona Town Hall. 
 
Sally Stevens, professor of gender and women’s studies, said she’s excited that the UA has a new 
research institute that will be helpful and informative. 
 
“Having a workforce that is more equitable will probably produce better solutions to the problems that 
we are seeing in Arizona,” Stevens said. 
 
Stevens said her primary focus is to add a gender lens to the Institute and look at how women can 
contribute. 
 
“There are many aspects of the AzTRI that are more technical and will contribute to looking at actual 
transportation mechanisms, inventions and ways of solving problems,” she said. 
 
According to the Arizona Department of Transportation, there was a total of 116,609 car crashes in 2015, 
811 of which were fatal accidents. They also saw a 6.33 percent increase in accidents from 2014 to 2015. 
 
“My greatest hope for the Institute is that agencies like the City of Tucson, Pima Association of 
Governments and Arizona Department of Transportation come to the university when there is a 
challenge or problem and view us as a tremendous asset to help them solve that problem,” Head said. 
“We want everyone in the state of Arizona and the nation to look at us and our expertise.” 

By Sydney Richardson / The Daily Wildcat  
 
Vehicles commute west on Broadway Boulevard Monday, 
June 6. The UA recently announced the creation of the 
Arizona Transportation Research Institute. 



YRMC Drills For Potential 
Emergencies 

Following Sunday’s large-scale deadly shooting at an Orlando, Fla., nightclub, questions about 
the preparedness of hospitals across the nation have surfaced. 

Orlando Regional Medical Center, which admitted 44 patients as a result of the mass shooting, 
according to the Orlando Sentinel, thinks it was prepared. 

The hospital posted on its Twitter account (@OrlandoHealth) Monday: “We believe this incident 
may have gone more smoothly than our drills; all team members stepped up to the plate and all 
hands were on deck.” 

Mark Hutsell, the director of system safety and emergency preparedness at Yuma Regional 
Medical Center, thinks Yuma would be ready, too. 

“We drill and we have procedures in place for mass-casualty events,” Hutsell said. “The skill set 
of our medical staff really doesn’t change. They know what to do when the event occurs.” 

Hutsell said that hospitals are required to have emergency response plans for various situations. 
The current plan is a hefty 400 pages, ranging from issues like natural disasters to what they 
refer to as “man-caused disasters” such as terrorism. 

Since the hospital doesn’t have the resources to work on everything, Hutsell said, they do a risk 
assessment, ranking what the potential is for different situations. 

“Mass-casualty events always rise to the top of the (list),” said Hutsell, adding, “For us, that’s 
not a mass-casualty shooting event necessarily … What we’re more concerned about is an 
airplane going down into a residential area.” 

Hutsell cited events in recent memory that had the “potential for being a large mass-casualty 
event” in the Yuma area, including an AV-8B Harrier aircraft that crashed on unpopulated Gila 
Indian Reservation land on May 9, 2014, and another AV-8B Harrier that crashed into the Paseo 
Del Sol subdivision in Imperial, Calif., less than a month later. 

He also cited a tour bus rollover accident in early 2015 in which 18 were transported to YRMC via 
ambulance and five by helicopter, according to the Yuma County Sheriff’s Office. 

The most important thing YRMC would do is treat the patients who need the most care. 

“Those who are injured worse generally get treated and cared for first,” Hutsell said. “We would 
triage those patients according to injury, and then start to treat the most critically injured first.” 

“In the event of a mass shooting, the biggest concern at that point is to get bleeding stopped 
for patients and to get them stabilized.” 

 

8 

Posted: Monday, June 13, 2016 4:27 pm | Updated: 10:10 pm, Mon Jun 13, 2016. 
By Matt Harding, Yuma Sun staff writer 



9 

The Emergency Department currently has about a 40-bed capacity, which will be nearly doubled when 
the new ED opens this fall. Hutsell said that, if necessary, care would be provided to patients in 
hallways. 
If more help were needed, the hospital has what they refer to as “call trees,” which would allow them 
to quickly contact additional doctors, nurses and other staff. They also have electronic alerts. 
But with today’s technology, social media tends to get the word out just as quickly, Hutsell said. 
Rick Plummer, the director of marketing communications at YRMC, was in the marketing department 
at the University of Colorado Hospital in Aurora, the city where a 2012 shooting left 12 dead and injured 
70. 
“Staff just started showing up at the hospital,” he said. “There weren’t calls that needed to be made.” 
The type of care available at YRMC could be an issue that would arise in Yuma if a large-scale tragedy 
were to happen in the city. 
Certain wounds wouldn’t be able to be treated, such as multi-system trauma, chest trauma, burns or 
neurological issues. 
“We would, of course, stabilize those patients here,” said Hutsell, who added that YRMC would also 
arrange for them to be transported out to Phoenix or San Diego for further treatment. 
“Now, because we only have one helipad, that might slow things down a little bit,” he said, though 
there will be two helipads upon completion of the new ED. Still, patients wouldn’t likely have to wait 
too long to be airlifted out, as ambulances would also be able transport them to the airport. 
Another possible issue with a multi-injury situation would be security, especially as a result of many 
family members going to the hospital. Hutsell described it as “one of our biggest challenges.” 
Depending on the specific scenario, Hutsell said that immediate family members would likely be 
allowed on site, but that would be determined on a case-by-case basis. 
He said the hospital would first have to establish whether or not there was a credible threat to the 
hospital itself. 
“We might then use our security staff (and) we would potentially limit access into the building to a 
couple of key points,” Hutsell said. “And we would screen people at those points to make sure they 
had a legitimate reason to be on the property.” 
Hutsell said YRMC is constantly working to improve its processes, and had the opportunity this “very 
busy winter season” to improve on how to accommodate patients while running “at or above 
capacity.” 
“Every event that happens we use as a learning opportunity,” Hutsell said. “Whether it’s a busy winter 
season, whether it’s a car accident in town that involves a lot of injuries — we look at everything and 
use it as an opportunity to improve our process.” 
In addition to having the ability to be flexible with bed space, like adding a bed to a room, if necessary, 
Hutsell said that the hospital would cancel all scheduled elective surgeries or potentially discharge 
patients, if possible, if it needed to take in a large surge of high-priority patients. 
Non-emergency operating room space is also available in other areas of YRMC’s campus, which would 
allow the hospital to “keep the ED focused on the emergent, life-threatening cases,” Hutsell said. 
Of course, he said that local police, fire and other emergency response teams would help, and other 
hospitals in the area would likely offer assistance as well. 
Hutsell also spoke about privacy issues and dealing with the media in high-profile cases, which he has 
past experience with. 
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Hutsell was the safety officer at Ivinson Memorial Hospital in October 1998 when it admitted 
Matthew Shepard, a University of Wyoming student who was beaten, tortured and left for dead 
before his hospitalization, succumbing to his injuries in the following days. 
It was brought to national attention because the killing was believed to have been related to Shepard 
being gay. 
“Protecting the privacy of the patients and the families (is a priority),” he said, adding that it is 
important to keep them “safe and isolated while they’re dealing with their grief or whatever it might 
be that they’re going through.” 
Despite loads of hypothetical questions and “what ifs,” hospitals around the country, including 
YRMC, say they try to learn from every situation and work to ensure preparedness for anything that 
comes their way. 
“No two situations are ever the same, but you learn from it and you try to prepare, and you test and 
you train,” Plummer said. “You do that so you can respond appropriately.” 

Photo by Randy Hoeft/Yuma Sun 

 
Care Flight 
A Care Flight helicopter makes a landing at Yuma Regional 
Medical Center in this February 2014 photo. 



Southwest Gas Corporation 
is hiring 

Looking for a career change? We are hiring throughout our service areas. 
This week's featured jobs include: Senior Systems Analyst, Las Vegas; IT 
Analyst, Las Vegas; Senior Infrastructure Architect, Las Vegas; Service 
Technician, Phoenix; Storekeeper, Phoenix; Administrative Rep, Yuma, Ariz.; 
and Construction Technician, Yuma. For details on these positions or to see all 
of the current openings, visit https://www.swgas.com/en/employment   
 
Our employees know that becoming a Southwester isn’t just a job, but the 
beginning of a rewarding career. The average tenure of employees at 
Southwest Gas is 15 years. 
  
So what’s the secret to success for Southwesters? It’s working for a 
company that cares about their future as much as they do, realizing the 
importance of a work-life balance, and being heavily involved in their 
communities. 
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Groundbreaking Ceremony of Phase I for 1st Ave; 4th Ave; and Juan Sanchez 

Boulevard Improvements 

 

San Luis, Arizona — The City of San Luis hosted a groundbreaking ceremony to begin with the 

improvements for 1st Ave; 4th Ave; and Juan Sanchez Boulevard. This project consists of 

improving the road conditions, storm water drainage, improving the traffic flow and the addition 

of sidewalks. The improvement project is expected to take three months to be completed. 

 

The City of San Luis Public Works Department began on May 31st, 2016 with the removal of 

the existent pavement and will continue with the improvements on June 1st, 2016. 

 

“This is one of the major projects that has been approved by City Council and that it does not 

only change the appearance of our streets but makes them safer for our students walking to 

school as well as for the general public. “It is a great way to improve the city’s infrastructure for 

future development” said Mayor Sanchez “The City of San Luis is planning today to impact the 

future” he added. 
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Public invited to informational meeting on Fairgrounds relocation study 
 
Partner agencies involved with a project assessment and feasibility study for the possible 
relocation of the Yuma County Fairgrounds invite you to an informational meeting unveiling 
the draft master plan. 
 
The open house, featuring representatives from the consultant team, Populous Inc., and 
project team members from the City of Yuma, the Yuma County Fair Inc., Marine Corps Air 
Station Yuma (MCAS Yuma), Yuma County and the Yuma County Airport Authority (YCAA), 
will be held 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 15 in the Theater Building of the Yuma County 
Fairgrounds, 2520 E. 32nd St. Use the 32nd Street access for entrance to the fairgrounds. 
 
Members of the project team will conduct a short presentation on the draft master plan, 
which is designed to meet the current and future needs of the fairgrounds. Following the 
presentation, attendees will have an opportunity to meet one-on-one with the consultants 
for questions about the draft master plan. 
 
This project was initiated at the request of MCAS Yuma. Following that request, the City, 
County, MCAS, YCAA and the Fair board entered into a memorandum of understanding then 
successfully obtained grant funding from the State of Arizona Military Affairs Commission and 
the Department of Defense's Office of Economic Adjustment to pay for this study. 
 
The parties subsequently commissioned Populous to complete the project assessment study, 
which will determine the feasibility of specific sites and the overall costs of relocation. 
Participation in the study does not bind any one entity to the future use of a site or to 
relocate the Yuma County Fairgrounds. 


