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Arizona Western College announced Monday the selection of Dr. Daniel Corr as the school's next 

president. 

Corr, currently the vice president of academic and student affairs at Scottsdale Community College, 

was one of three finalists who interviewed on-campus Jan. 19-21 and appeared at open forums. 

He has held the title at SCC since 2007, after serving as the associate vice president for academic 

affairs at Harper College in Palatine, Ill., and dean of academic enrichment at Waubonsee College in 

Sugar Grove, Ill. 

He earned a bachelor of arts degree at University of California, Santa Barbara; a master of arts 

degree in educational administration from Governors State University, University Park, Ill., and a 

doctorate in educational administration from Argosy University in Illinois. 

His prior experience also includes four years as the executive director Latino Coalition for Jobs, a 

community-based organization, and 18 months teaching English as a Second Language in Japan and 

Korea. 

In his current role, Corr is chief academic officer over 170 faculty members at SCC and as chief 

student affairs officer, in charge of support services for about 10,000 students. He has spearheaded 

several innovative programs and improved fall-to-fall retention, as well as increased the number of 

credentials awarded, according to a bio posted on AWC's website. 

AWC has campuses in Yuma and La Paz counties and enrolls more than 11,000 students annually, 

or over 5,451 full-time equivalents, according to its website. 

 

AWC Picks Corr As Its Next President 

Posted: Monday, February 1, 2016 6:40 pm | Updated: 8:18 pm, Mon Feb 1, 2016. 

By Blake Herzog, @BlakeHerzog 

Dr. Daniel Corr has been 

named president of Arizona 

Western College. 



AWC Picks Corr As Its Next President 

 

“I want to say thanks to the members of the presidential search committee for their vision and 

diligence during the search process, and to the people of the Yuma, La Paz and campus 

communities for their participation in this incredibly important task,” said Dennis Booth, AWC 

district governing board president. 

 

The other two finalists for the job were Dr. Paul Dale, president of Paradise Valley 

Community College in Phoenix, and Dr. Vernon Smith, vice provost for distributed learning at 

University of the Pacific in Stockton, California. 

Corr will succeed Dr. Glenn Mayle, who has served as president for the last six years and is 

retiring, for the second time, from an educational career spanning more than 35 years. 

The board will hold a welcome reception for Corr with staff and faculty after its February 16 

meeting, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. in the Schoening Center at the main campus, 2020 S. Avenue 

8E, Yuma. 



Ready Now Yuma - Creating a 
College-Going Culture 
 
At Helios, we believe that education changes lives 
and strengthens communities. We also believe 
that every child, regardless of zip code, deserves a 
high quality education. Those beliefs are 
encompassed by the Ready Now Yuma initiative. 

Ready Now Yuma provides all 11,000 students in Yuma Union High School District with a rigorous, 
high expectations curriculum within a college-going environment, with the end goal of increasing the 
number of students entering and succeeding in postsecondary education. 
  
Through the implementation of the rigorous curriculum and high expectations of Ready Now Yuma, 
the district has experienced a 46% increase in the percentage of 9th grade students passing all of their 
core courses, a 33% reduction in suspensions, and an increase in college-going rates. 
  
Click here to view our most recent Year-in-Review video, our early findings from our evaluation report 
and other details about this innovative partnership. Through Ready Now Yuma, Helios and Yuma 
Union High School District are working to ensure that every student in the district is college and career 
ready. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Paul J. Luna 
President & CEO 
 
 
 

2415 E. Camelback Road, Suite 500, Phoenix, AZ 85016 
100 N. Tampa Street, Suite 1625, Tampa, Florida 33602 
 

View Web Version | Unsubscribe Helios.org 
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        Grants Let Six Schools Grow Gardens 
 

Posted: Sunday, January 3, 2016 4:20 pm | Updated: 8:44 am, Mon Jan 4, 2016. 
By Amy Crawford, Yuma Sun staff writer 

Students at six schools in Yuma County are getting a glimpse of science in action through a 

variety of grant funds that are being used to build and grow school gardens. 

 

The University of Arizona Yuma County Cooperative Extension is partnering with the Yuma 

County Superintendent of Schools, The Education Foundation of Yuma County and the Yuma 

County Health District on a project to teach Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) 

subjects utilizing school gardens. The six schools are: Rancho Viejo, Rolle, Valley Horizon, and 

Palmcroft elementaries and Centennial Middle School, and Carver Elementary is having its 

garden updated. 

 

Vicki Peterson, a Gowan Achievement Program science teacher at Rancho Viejo, applied for 

several grants to incorporate more hands-on learning in her classroom and because she said 

she’s always wanted her school to have a garden. 

 

“I’ve been wanting to do this for a long time. I wanted us to have a garden and I don’t have the 

knowledge or whatever resources to do that myself, so I was really excited about that 

opportunity.” 

One of the grants through the University of Arizona Cooperative Extension Service comes with 

garden assistants, in the form of UofA agriculture students who are helping to plan, build and 

furnish wooden raised plant beds. The UofA students built the gardens at each campus. 

 

The UofA students will help the Rancho Viejo students monitor the garden and provide advice 

and instruction. Rancho Viejo students will get the benefit of being able to watch the scientific 

method bloom right before their eyes. 

 

Having a garden on campus, Peterson said, will help her students understand their community 

better, as Yuma grows much of the nation’s winter produce. Peterson said she was excited for 

her students to make the connection between farm and plate. 

 

“We're going to plant things out there that the kids are going to harvest, and they're going to get 

to eat some of what they have grown,” the science teacher said. 

 

 
A look at the onion transplants 

Sergio Aguilar, a University of Arizona 

student, shows onion transplants to 

Christopher Esquivel (left) and John 

Metha (right) at the Rancho Viejo 

garden. 

 
Photo by Amy Crawford/Yuma Sun 
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When asked if they were excited about the garden, students replied “the planting part,” (which 

got underway Tuesday) and whether the seeds come out “good or bad.” 

 

Fourth grader Eddie Plarencia, 9, said he was looking forward to the planting. 

 

Zipporah Settles, 9, a fourth-grader, said she was looking forward to the “eating part,” while 11-

year-old Derek Hernandez said he couldn’t wait for “trying new fruits and vegetables.” 

 

The grants Peterson and other teachers applied for include the Community Foundation for 

Southern Arizona Howard V. Moore Foundation, the Yuma Community Foundation and 

community donors Jean and Martin Schaetzle (in memory of Marion Griffin). Altogether, the 

grants and donations garnered more than $14,000 for the gardens at the schools. 

 

Partnering organizations include: The Education Foundation of Yuma County; the University of 

Arizona, Yuma County Cooperative Extension; the Yuma County Superintendent of Schools; 

and the Yuma County Health District. 

 

Stacey Bealmear-Jones, UofA Cooperative Extension horticulurist for Yuma County, said she'd 

like to thank everyone involved with the garden project, including Lowe's Home Improvement 

stores, which helped with ordering and delivering the garden supplies; SK Fencing, which sold 

and installed the gardens' fences; and Valley Sand and Gravel, which sold the project gravel for 

the garden beds. 

 

To donate to the project, write to: The Education Foundation of Yuma County; STEM Gardening 

Project (must be included for students to get funds); 210 S. 1st Avenue; Yuma, AZ 85364. 

 

Grants Let Six Schools Grow Gardens 
 

Posted: Sunday, January 3, 2016 4:20 pm | Updated: 8:44 am, Mon Jan 4, 2016. 

By Amy Crawford, Yuma Sun staff writer 



Crane schools have been hosting business executives and media from around the 
country, the Crane District Governing Board heard in a presentation Tuesday night at 
its regular board meeting. 

Trina Siegfried, grant writer and public relations coordinator for the district, updated 
the board on the Apple ConnectEd program, noting that Apple had sent two executives 
to observe Ipad implementation at Gary Knox, Ronald Reagan and Salida del Sol. 

“Last week, some Apple executives came to visit. Apple is actually adding to the 
ConnectEd grant, a piece where the top executives adopt schools in the ConnectEd 
project.” 

Eddy Cue, senior vice president of Internet software and sales, and Lisa Jackson, vice 
president of environmental initiatives for Apple, both interacted with kids and 
teachers. 

“They fell in love with Crane. They were very excited with what they were seeing,” 
Siegfried said. 

Siegfried also noted that Non Fiction, a video production team, plans to do a 
documentary about the Crane story. She did not have particulars on what would come 
out of their visit in November. Aspen Production, a Creative Photography Crew, took 
media for the Apple website; Univision out of Tucson came to interview about the 
ConnectEd grant; and The Wall Street Journal spent a week interviewing teachers and 
administrators about Crane’s Ipad learning culture. 

Crane Superintendent Robert Klee noted in his report to the board that 62 percent of 
the finalists in the Yuma County Science and Engineering Expo were from Crane 
schools. The winners and finalists will be recognized at the March meeting. 

Board member Brenna Paulin said that the district will be “losing some jewels in its 
crown” with the retirement of Dr. Lynn Thompson, assistant superintendent of 
educational services. Thompson said she had served in the district for 45 years. Her 
retirement is effective June 30. 

Thompson also gave a presentation on the complexities of funding for the district and 
teacher staffing, noting that the district spends 80 percent of its budget on teachers. 

The board recognized 34 teachers who were nominated for the 29th annual Yuma 
County Teacher of the Year award. 

Students from Salida del Sol from Kirt Gordon and Barbara Brody’s classes also 
presented to the board projects on plant growth and invasive species, respectively. 
Gordon’s students administered a pop quiz on their presentation. 

The board accepted donations from the public in the amount of $1,619.50. 

 



Full House OK's Repeal Of Arizona Technical 

Education Cuts 

Posted: Tuesday, February 9, 2016 3:29 pm | Updated: 6:03 pm, Tue Feb 9, 2016. 

Associated Press | 

PHOENIX (AP) — The Arizona House has unanimously approved legislation restoring 

nearly all the cuts made to high school career and technical education programs last 

year. 

 

Tuesday's 58-0 vote on House Bill 2642 means it is poised to head to Gov. Doug 

Ducey's desk if the Senate acts on companion legislation as expected this week. 

 

The action comes just days after Republican Sen. Don Shooter unveiled an agreement 

restoring $28 million of the $30 million cut set to go into effect on July 1. 

 

The plan also contains new audits of the special programs and will cut off students who 

have already graduated from high school to save $2 million. 

 

The deal emerged two weeks after veto-proof House and Senate majorities co-

sponsored a bill repealing the entire $30 million cut. 



General Motors Reports Record $9.7 Billion Net Income 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 at 5:33 am | Posted by Brad Anderson 
Carscoops.com 

General Motors has reported a record net income of $9.7 billion after selling 9.8 million vehicles in 
2015. 
 
The company's earnings attributable to common stockholders reached $5.91 per diluted share last year 
compared to $1.65 per diluted share in 2014. Alongside this significant increase, full-year earnings 
before interest and tax soared to $10.8 billion, well above the $6.5 billion recorded in 2014. 
 
While income and earnings increased, net revenue fell slightly from $155.9 billion to $152.4 billion 
because of exchanges rates. The company says if it experienced the same exchange rates as it did in 
2014 throughout 2015, revenue would have been $5.8 billion higher. 
 
Discussing the results, GM chairman and chief executive Mary Barra said: “It was a strong year on many 
fronts, capped with record sales and earnings, and a substantial return of capital to our shareholders. 
We continue to strengthen our core business, which is laying the foundation for the company to lead in 
the transformation of personal mobility. We believe the opportunities this will create in connectivity, 
autonomous, car-sharing and electrification will set the stage for driving value for our owners for years 
to come.”  
 
The record come despite the fact that, late last year, $594.5 million worth of compensation were 
handed out to 399 cases relating to its ignition switch issue. 



Community, Business Leaders Honored 

Posted: Saturday, January 30, 2016 10:46 pm | Updated: 9:22 am, Mon Feb 1, 2016. 

By Rachel Twoguns @RTwoguns 

Posted on Jan 30, 2016 

by Amy Crawford 

Community members and business leaders were recognized for their work and dedication to 

the community at the Yuma County Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards and Installation 

Dinner Saturday night.  

The awards dinner took place at Arizona Western College in the Schoening Conference 

Center.  

Debbie Mansheim of Basket Creations and More was chosen as the 2015 Yuma County 

Chamber of Commerce Member of the Year. 

Basket Creations and More is located on 254 S. Main St. and incorporates a full line of 

specialty gifts such as home accents, custom gift baskets and candles. Mansheim’s shop is 

also the retail distributor for Bard Date Company and features Medjool dates, date products 

and date shakes. 

The business was started by Mansheim about 11 years ago with a shop on Gila Ridge Road. 

There was less need for an individual distributor as various Bard-area date growers got 

together to process and distribute their product through Date Pac, Mansheim said. 

As a result, Mansheim began creating gift baskets. About a year after she started her 

business, Mansheim moved the shop downtown and further progressed into gift and décor 

items. 

Mansheim still has dates, however, and can make date shakes. Basket Creations has shipped 

dates worldwide. 

When Mansheim’s family moved to Yuma over 30 years ago, Mansheim said she fell in love 

with the area and is an advocate for Historic Downtown. 

Mansheim is a past member of the Board of Directors and a former committee liaison for the 

Military Affairs Committee of the Chamber. Mansheim was unable to make it to the awards 

ceremony.   

Edward Arvizo received the 2015 Ambassador of the Year Award. Arvizo is the senior loan 

officer of Academy Mortgage. 

Academy Mortgage is a direct lender, which means that Arvizo’s office is equipped to 

complete the entire loan process in house, his biography noted. All loan processing, 

underwriting, closings and funding are handled locally. 

His wife is Ada and they have two children, daughter Giselle and son Aiden. Arvizo also 

represents himself at almost every Good Morning, Yuma, every Chamber Mixer and Ribbon 

Cutting, his biography said. 

“I want to thank my family for allowing me to serve the community because it is a lot of 

dedication and work,” Arvizo said. “My father who passed away told me to always serve your 

community and Yuma was a great place to raise your family.I always remember those words 

from him and I am very happy that the chamber allows me to serve the community.”  



Mike Miller, of Professional Home Doctors, was named the 2015 Small Business Person of 

the Year. Professional Home Doctors specialize in plumbing and are “experts in flood and 

fire restoration.” 

Miller is part of Yuma Athletics and has a passion for bicycling. He also received the award 

for his Community Stewardship and his work for the less fortunate. Miller is the father of four 

children. 

“I can’t really do this without a great group,” Miller said. “My office staff is wonderful, my 

employees they are the ones who make this kind of stuff possible and my family is great. I 

just want to thank everybody for voting for me.”  

Tawnee Miller is the 2015 Athena Award recipient. The founder of the award, Martha Merz, 

wanted an award in 1982 for “individuals who excelled in their profession, gave to their 

communities and helped raise up other leaders.” 

According to Miller’s biography, she is not one to “want the spotlight” and is a mother, wife 

and a business person. Miller also feeds the sick and does most of these activities with 

money out of her own pocket. 

The Fight for Johnny effort was led by Miller and others and she also assisted various other 

children. Miller has also served as a photographer for the Chamber of Commerce Mixers, 

Good Morning, Yuma breakfasts and the Chamber’s ribbon cuttings.  

“I am just speechless,” Miller said upon receiving her award. “I am very grateful to be a part 

of this community.” 

Chamber Awards 

The Yuma County Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards 

and Installation Dinner took place Sat. night at the Arizona 

Western College Schoening Conference Center. Local 

business leaders and community members were recognized 

for their service. Executive Director John Courtis (right) 

presents the Yuma County Chamber of Commerce Member 

of the Year Award for 2015. Debbie Mansheim of Basket 

Creations and More was chosen for this award, but she was 

unable to make the awards ceremony.Office Manager Kelly 

Averitt stands next to Courtis as he speaks about Mansheim. 
Rachel Twoguns/Yuma Sun 



"Quietly Productive": Nicholls 
Gives State Of City Speech  

Posted: Wednesday, February 3, 2016 10:08 pm | Updated: 10:33 pm, Wed Feb 3, 2016. 
By Blake Herzog, @BlakeHerzog 

Yuma Mayor Doug Nicholls pronounced 2015 “a quietly productive year” in his State of the City 
speech, which he delivered at Wednesday’s City Council meeting.  
 
The city’s bottom line improved significantly over the previous year with sales tax revenue 
increasing 6.5 percent over 2014, he said, tripling the projected 2 percent uptick, he said. New 
housing permits were issued at the rate of more than one per day, and were up by 25 percent 
over the previous year, which is the same increase seen in commercial construction.  
 
“The main message is positive: Things are changing, Yuma is growing again,” Nicholls said.  
 
These increases didn’t protect the city from the impact of new mandates handed down from the 
state’s budget as the city prepared its own plan for the fiscal year, which began July 1, he added, 
with the total of $10 million including big increases in costs from the statewide police retirement 
fund and new obligations to help fund state agencies such as the Department of Revenue coming 
into play.  
 
He said the effects of those decisions are being counteracted somewhat by steps taken to reduce 
energy costs, including securing the rights to 1 megawatt of power coming out of Hoover Dam, 
1.6 megawatts from solar fields and installation of solar panels and other adaptations as part of a 
power-purchase plan expected to save $400,000 a year.  
 
Two AmeriCorps VISTA volunteers arrived in Yuma during 2015 to help create the city’s new 
anti-meth abuse program as well as spearhead entrepreneurial programs for the community. Both 
of these volunteers, Jeff Oates and Bob Cuckler, will be working on these projects well into 2016, 
Nicholls said.  
 
“Don’t Meth With Yuma” is a coordinated effort between existing programs in the city to create 
new approaches, Nicholls said. “The program is underway with over 50 organizations and 
hundreds of people involved. Expect to see more and to see ways to get involved in the near 
future,” he said.  
 
Meanwhile, Cuckler’s first program coordinating local resources to develop local entrepreneurial 
talent and attract more from outside will launch in the next two months, Nicholls said. 
 



Regionally, the efforts of the new binational 4FRONTED campaign promoting Yuma County, 
San Luis Rio Colorado, Son., and surrounding areas as a single economic unit to attract 
industry is progressing, culminating with a second annual regional conference held in 
November.  
“This is a movement forward that will build on the successes already in the Yuma area and 
promote all the assets of the region,” Nicholls said.  
 
Nicholls said the rebuilding of West Wetlands Park’s Stewart Vincent Wolfe Creative 
Playground following its destruction by arson at the end of 2014 was probably last year’s most 
significant event for the community. The $1 million project cost was covered by the city’s 
insurance, he noted.  
 
“From every kid to every grandparent, this park reconstruction was important to say no to 
those who would tear down our community, and yes to a positive future in Yuma,” he said. 
 
 The first month of 2016 has brought two new City Council members and the opening of 
Walmart Neighborhood Market, Farley’s Market, and Amberly’s Place Family Advocacy 
Center, he noted. 
 
Even with the continued growth the upcoming city budget process won’t be easy, he said, as 
the city tries to find money to increase employee pay and reduce turnover while pension and 
benefits costs continue to rise.  
 
An increased infusion of Highway User Revenue Funds could provide some relief if it is 
approved by the state Legislature and becomes part of the state budget. “While it may only be 
for one year, it’s a move in the right direction for the care and maintenance of our roads,” he 
said.  
 
In closing, he urged residents to help the city stay on its current path: “Yuma is changing. 
Yuma is growing. Be part of that change.”   

Rachel Twoguns/Yuma Sun 

State of the City 
On Tuesday evening, Mayor Douglas Nicholls gave his 
State of the City Address at Yuma City Hall. Nicholls 
spoke of some of the successes and challenges of 
Yuma this past year. The mayor said the "single most 
significant event of 2015 was the reconstruction the 
Stewart Vincent Wolfe Creative Playground." 



During the meeting which followed, the council:  
 
• Approved grant agreements with the Arizona Department of Homeland Security to 
reimburse the police department for expenses in support of “Operation Stonegarden,” a 
collaborative operational agreement between the department and U.S. Border Patrol. 
 
The up to $807,000 in grant funding is to cover overtime, mileage, and the purchase of 
four vehicles and other equipment during 2016. 
 
• Approved a one-year contract with four possible extensions for electrical services to 
Westmoor Electric and O&M Electric of Yuma, for an estimated annual cost of $61,000. 
 
• Recommended approval from the state liquor board for liquor licenses for Hooters, 1519 
S. Yuma Palms Parkway, and Best Western InnSuites and Hotel, 1450 S. Castle Dome 
Avenue. 
 
• Approval of the transfer of a retiring police K-9 officer, a 9-year Malinois named Troy, to 
his handler Sgt. Shawn Bledsoe. 
 
•  Heard the introduction of a ordinance changing the zoning for almost 15 acres of land 
at the northwest corner of Avenue 9E and 24th Street from agricultural to medium-density 
housing, including just over seven acres where developers Brian and Michael Hall seek to 
build an apartment complex which has drawn neighborhood opposition. A final vote is 
expected at the next council meeting Feb. 17.  
 
•  A special work session for discussion of the upcoming city budget was scheduled for 5:30 
p.m. March 8. 


