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Mission Statement: 
 
To expand economic activity within Yuma County by 
attracting commerce and industry to the region, and 
by assisting in developing the region's existing 
industry to its fullest potential. 
  

Vision Statement: 
    
Greater Yuma will be recognized as a globally 
competitive region— one that embraces advancing 
technology, attracts and retains human capital and 
continues to develop & foster the amenities that 
make the Yuma Region a great place to live and work. 
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In this issue there are many legislative updates that all positively impact Yuma County.  Senators 
McCain and Flake have been aggressively championing issues affecting AZ.   There has been an 
outcry since the new Commercial Port of Entry in San Luis opened regarding the over inspection 
and punitive actions that occur at this port of entry.  Now both Senator Flake and McCain are 
trying to get results in the agriculture inspection processes that cause growers to loose valuable 
loads due to delays.  They continue to push for better policy on behalf of the border.  Thanks to 
both of you for your tireless efforts and support of our region. 
 
By the time you read this we will have either avoided a Gov’t shutdown or will be in the mire of 
another Gov’t shutdown.  Senator McCain made contact with our office to solicit support for him 
to take when he addresses congress the week of September 21st.  He is trying to avoid a shutdown 
for the sake of the Country, however he is using statistics from AZ to demonstrate the devastation 
their last decision to shut down created.  Here is a summary of those impacts. 
 
The federal government shutdown in 2013 saw approximately 40,000 federal employees in 
Arizona furloughed or required to report to work without known payment dates.   Economists 
equated that this represented $5 to $6 billion of the over $65 billion the federal government spent 
in Arizona in 2013.  The shutdown had a ripple effect impacting businesses and individuals that 
depended on federal spending.  Those losses are harder to document. 
  
Further, the Department of the Interior released a report in 2014 that noted that Arizona had the 
second-highest losses in the nation after the 2013 shutdown, losing $27 million.  The losses were 
based on national park spending.  As we know, this had a direct hit on the Arizona tourism-related 
business sector.  
  
I want to bring your attention to Yuma County’s newest employer.  S&A Industries celebrated their 
ribbon cutting on September 12, 2015, in their new facility built by Eckard Construction.   S&A will 
be making ducting parts for the Toyota Tacoma that is assembled in Tijuana Baja Mexico.  We have 
included pictures from the event.  Please notice the 2017 Tacoma in the background.  Alexander 
Toyota was gracious and provided the vehicle for this special event.  Thanks to Greg Anderson and 
his team at S&A for your trust in this community and making your considerable investment here. 
 
Please don’t forget our website demographic information is for your use, if you need help 
navigating the site please contact any of us here at GYEDC.  Also remember our Board Room is 
available to all Investors Silver level and above. 
 
We welcome fall with open arms! 

 

 Julie Engel 
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September 17, 2015 

  

The Honorable Jeh Johnson 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Washington, DC  20528 

  

Dear Secretary Johnson: 

 

     On October 14, 2014, we wrote to you regarding the assignment of new Customs and Border Protection officers (CBPOs) 

at ports of entry in Arizona following the increased funding to hire 2,000 new CBPOs nationwide by the end of fiscal year 

2015.  Our concern at the time, and today, is how those officers would be assigned to ports within Arizona and under what 

time frame.  Of particular concern is the Mariposa port of entry, which has seen increased vehicular traffic following the 

completion of the renovation and expansion of the port. 

  

     In your November 6, 2014, response to our letter, you stated that, “Based on the Work load Staffing Model’s finding, 44 

of CBP’s 328 ports of entry will receive the new authorized officers.  The Port of Nogales will receive more officers than all 

but three ports.”  This was welcomed news, however, as the end of the fiscal year nears, stakeholders in Arizona report that 

not only has there not been an increase in overall staffing of CBPOs, but that attrition has outpaced the hiring of new 

officers. 

  

     CBP has assured Congress and those that depend on the ports of entry for their livelihood that hiring these officers is a 

top priority, however, it appears that these assurances have not resulted in the full staffing at the ports of entry located with 

Arizona.  Per your response to questions related to a recent oversight hearing in the Judiciary Committee, as of April of 

2015, CBP has only gained a net of 38 CBP officers toward the 2,000 additional officers that were funded by Congress.  To 

help us better understand the staffing shortage and the challenges in hiring additional officers, please provide answers to the 

following questions: 

  

     Given that CBP will fail to meet the congressionally mandated staffing level of 23,775 CBPOs by the end of FY2015, 

what is the end of fiscal year delta for CBP hiring? 

 

1. How many CBPOs have been hired and placed at the Tucson Field Operation Office within the last fiscal year, 

in excess to those officers replaced due to attrition or relocation in the last fiscal year? 

2. How many CBPOs have been lost to attrition or relocation from the Tucson Field Operation Office in the last 

fiscal year?  How does that compare to attrition rates at other offices along the southern border with Mexico? 

3. What has CBP done to make the process of recruiting, screening, and hiring new officers more efficient and 

effective?  What improvements, if any, have been made to accelerate the turnaround time for polygraph tests 

and background examinations of applicants? 

  

     We appreciate your consistent attention to Congressional requests for information and issues associated with ports 

staffing, including the assistance of your staff in moving forward with legislation to ensure that the Department of Defense 

and your department work cooperatively toward ensuring that separating service members are aware of CBP officer 

openings.  We request your assistance in ensuring a transparent process in the allocation of these critical new officers and 

thank you for your attention to this matter, in accordance with all existing agency rules, regulations, and ethical guidelines.  

We look forward to a timely response. 

   Sincerely, 
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   September 21, 2015 

  

The Honorable Ed Avalos 

Under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C., 20250 

  

The Honorable Michael R. Taylor 

Deputy Commissioner for Foods and Veterinary Medicine 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

10903 New Hampshire Avenue 

Silver Spring, MD 20993 

  

Dear Under Secretary Avalos and Deputy Commissioner Taylor, 

  

We write to inquire about the Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) and the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) 

current produce inspection regime and related delays. 

  

As you know, more than 5.7 billion pounds of fresh produce worth approximately $3 billion cross the U.S.-Mexico border 

into Arizona every year.  This trade is vital to the U.S. economy and the economy of southern Arizona. 

  

Cross-border produce shipments undergo an initial inspection for pests, pesticide residue, as well as prohibitive substances 

and cargo.  Trucks are then sent to a cold storage facility where the produce is removed and inspected by the State of 

Arizona to determine quality and freshness for USDA market orders.  The State of Arizona also conducts spot checks for 

pests and other items that may be seen as biological threats to the state’s agriculture. 

  

It is our understanding that some inspections require samples to be sent to labs outside of Arizona and that such testing can 

take as long as eight days.  Delays such as these can have severe impacts on the freshness and quality of produce 

shipments, negative economic impacts, and harm the free flow of commerce across the border. 

  

With these considerations in mind, we request answers to the following questions: 

  

• How does USDA determine the optimal time for produce to be stored in cold storage facilities while waiting for 

necessary testing to be completed?  What steps are taken to ensure spoilage and/or waste due not occur due to these 

wait times? 

• What are the average inspections processing tines for produce seeking to clear inspection for each port of entry along 

the southern border? 

• Where are the current locations of labs utilized for cross-border produce inspections? Please identify which labs receive 

samples from each specific port of entry along the southern border. 

• Please provide the volume of cross-border produce shipments for each of the ports of entry along the southern border. 

• What steps have your agencies taken to ensure the most efficient means of carrying out inspection regime associated 

with cross-border produce shipments? 

  

We would appreciate your attention to this request and would appreciate a written response.  We ask that you handle this 

matter in accordance with all agency rules, regulations, and ethical guidelines. 

  

   Sincerely, 
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To Purchase Tickets to the dinner click here 

We look forward to seeing you on the 22nd! 

Back to Contents 

https://greateryuma.givezooks.com/events/greater-yuma-edc-annual-investor-dinner
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Thank you to all of our sponsors for their continued 

support of Greater Yuma EDC and our Annual Dinner 

Back to Contents 



The City of Somerton welcomed the 
Department of Economic Security to 
their community with the opening of 
the company's new 10,000 square 
foot customer care facility. DES in 
collaboration with the City of 
Somerton entered into a public-
private partnership that will mutually 
benefit both entities for years to 
come. Somerton is excited to both 
create 65 new full-time positions 
while also finding a permanent tenant 
for a speculative retail development 
that sat vacant for over three years. 
We commend the city and DES for 
working together to create new 
opportunities for the region. 

 

Great Job! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 



On Tuesday, October 5th, Greater Yuma EDC staff 
attended the Grand Opening of the Yuma Proving 
Ground Visitor Control Center.  The VCC is outside 
the perimeter of YPG, to enhance security of the 
installation.  Before the VCC, the installation did 
not meet vetting in either the entry of non-
affiliated guests, non-CAC contractors or non-
government test customers.  Additionally, co-
locating Directorate of Emergency Services and 
Range Access functions keeps test customers from 
having to go to two different locations before they 
could access their designated test areas. 

8 

The VCC provides a wide array of services from 
range area badges, YPG hunting permits, guest 
passes, contractor IDs and other access related 
services.  The VCC also conducts background 
checks on individuals coming onto the base.  For 
a variety of reasons related to the demographics 
of YPG visitors, such as winter visitors, other 
non-test visitors, and test customers the VCC 
needed to be placed in a central location, but a 
location that would not jam test related Access 
Control Points (ACPs) and areas with non-test 
customers.  
 
  

Besides being centrally located the VCC needed to be placed at a location that could support 
infrastructure requirements including water, power and intranet.  Other areas including all ACPs 
were looked at and eliminated through a combination of lack of stand-off, lack of useable room or 
other shortfall.  Wahner Brooks Park met best the requirements for the VCC but falls within the 
footprint of historic Camp Laguna.  In light of the National Historic Preservation Act the Arizona 
State Historic Preservation Office was consulted regarding this eligible historic property.  An 
interpretive display of Camp Laguna was developed as mitigation to ensure a minimum of adverse 
effects and provide an historical perspective on the importance of Camp Laguna. 
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SASC CHAIRMAN JOHN McCAIN ANNOUNCES ARIZONA DEFENSE PRIORITIES 
IN NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT CONFERENCE AGREEMENT 
  
Washington, D.C. – Today, U.S. Senator John McCain (R-AZ) and 
Representative Mac Thornberry (R-TX), Chairman of the Senate and House 
Armed Services Committees, respectively, reported out the final conference 
agreement of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016, a 
policy bill that delivers significant reforms to the U.S. Department of Defense 
while reinvesting savings in enhancing the readiness and capabilities of our 
nation’s military. Chairman McCain also released the following statement on 
specific provisions in the NDAA that are of significant importance to the State 
of Arizona: 
  
“I am proud that the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2016 recognizes and strengthens Arizona’s many contributions to our nation’s 
security. 
  
“This legislation includes some of the most significant reforms to the 
Department of Defense in a generation, and identifies $11 billion in excessive 
and unnecessary spending resulting from bloated headquarters and 
administrative overhead, delayed or troubled weapons programs, and 
unjustified budget requests. It reinvests those savings in providing critical 
military capabilities for our warfighters, meeting unfunded priorities of our 
service chiefs and combatant commanders, and supporting critical national 
security priorities. 
  
“The A-10 is the finest close-air support aircraft in our nation’s arsenal that 
currently plays an important role in the fight against the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIL) in Iraq and Syria, as well as in NATO’s efforts to deter 
Russia’s aggression in Eastern Europe. I am proud that the NDAA once again 
prevents the Obama Administration from prematurely retiring this important 
weapon that continues to protect American service members and our allies in 
combat. 
  
“The NDAA also includes several measures that will strengthen security along 
the U.S.-Mexico border by providing more than $100 million for much-needed 
surveillance and intelligence operations, additional equipment and resources, 
and increased security operations by the National Guard on the southern 
border. Arizonans deserve to have the highest confidence in the security of 
our border, and these provisions are an important step toward enhancing 
those operations. 
  
“I have always been proud of the vitally important contributions that Arizona 
makes to America’s national security. I am confident that the NDAA will 
enable our state to continue to play an outsized role in protecting and 
defending the nation. I thank House Armed Services Committee Chairman 
Mac Thornberry (R-TX) for his partnership and look forward to advancing this 
final conference agreement through Congress so that our men and women in 
uniform receive the resources they need to rise to the challenges of an 
increasingly dangerous world.” 
  
ARIZONA-RELATED PROVISIONS OF THE FY 2016 NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT (NDAA) 
  
The NDAA once again prevents any premature retirement of the A-10, which 
continues its vital role of protecting American service members and our 
allies in combat. Despite the Obama Administration’s repeated attempts to 
retire the A-10 fleet, the NDAA prohibits the Air Force from retiring any A-10 
Warthogs and fully funds the flight hours, pilot training, fuel, and 
maintenance for all A-10s for the upcoming year. The NDAA also requires the 
Secretary of the Air Force to maintain a minimum of 171 combat-coded A-10 
aircraft, many of which are stationed at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base (AFB) in 
Tucson, and directs the Government Accountability Office to conduct an 
investigation and review of the A-10’s close-air support mission. 
  
The NDAA prevents the Air Force from following through on its proposal to 
retire seven EC-130H Compass Call electronic attack fleet airplanes stationed 
at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson. These jamming and surveillance 
aircraft are critical to protecting our air men and women from sophisticated 
electronic attacks in conflicts across the Middle East such as Libya, Iraq and 
Afghanistan as well as against potential threats in the Pacific and Europe. 
  
The NDAA ensures that Arizona’s small businesses continue to manufacture 
and innovate new weapons systems and defense technologies that our 
troops need to defend and protect the nation.The NDAA also removes 
bureaucratic hurdles and red tape so that non-traditional defense contracting 
companies in Arizona can benefit from fair and open competition in the 
defense market. 
  
Additional NDAA provisions related to Arizona: 
  
·         Fully funds Army’s request for 64 Apache helicopters to be 
remanufactured in Mesa; 
·         Increases the military’s budget to purchase 49 additional Tomahawk 
missiles, which will be manufactured at Raytheon in Tucson; 
·         Increases the military’s budget by $140 million to purchase additional 
anti-tank missiles, which will be manufactured at Raytheon in Tucson; 
·         Allows the transfer of approximately 125-200 unneeded mobile homes 
from the Department of Defense to Native American tribes – for which the 
Navajo and other tribes have long advocated – at no cost to the American 
taxpayer. 
  
The NDAA provides much-needed funding for military construction projects 
in Arizona, including: 
  
·         $16.9 million at Davis-Monthan AFB in Tucson for C-130 storage and 
cleaning facilities; 
·         $50.6 million at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma for aircraft maintenance 
facilities; 
·         $33 million at Luke AFB for an Air Force Squad Operations Facility; 
·         $13.2 million at Luke AFB for an aircraft maintenance hangar; 
·         $5.5 million at Luke AFB for a bomb maintenance facility; 
·         $5 million at Luke AFB for a fuel offloading facility; and 
·         $3.8 million at Fort Huachuca for communications facility renovations. 
  
The NDAA also includes several measures that strengthen Arizona’s border 
security operations that keep communities safe across the U.S.-Mexico 
border, including: 
  
·         $45 million for Operation Phalanx, which would increase border security 
operations by the National Guard along the southern border and could result 
in an approximately 60 percent increase in aerial surveillance of the region; 
·         Up to $75 million in additional assistance to Customs and Border 
Protection operations to secure the southern border, which may include the 
deployment of personnel, surveillance assets, and intelligence support; 
·         $50 million to address U.S. Southern Command's unfunded priorities to 
increase surveillance and interdiction operations in Central America, a primary 
transit point for illicit trafficking into the United States; and 
·         Enables the Secretary of Defense to transfer excess defense articles and 
equipment to the Department of Homeland Security for border security 
activities. 
  
### 

  

SASC CHAIRMAN JOHN McCAIN ANNOUNCES ARIZONA 
DEFENSE PRIORITIES IN NATIONAL DEFENSE 

AUTHORIZATION ACT CONFERENCE AGREEMENT 
  
Washington, D.C. – Today, U.S. Senator John McCain (R-AZ) and Representative Mac Thornberry (R-TX), Chairman of 
the Senate and House Armed Services Committees, respectively, reported out the final conference agreement of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016, a policy bill that delivers significant reforms to the U.S. 
Department of Defense while reinvesting savings in enhancing the readiness and capabilities of our nation’s military. 
Chairman McCain also released the following statement on specific provisions in the NDAA that are of significant 
importance to the State of Arizona: 
  
“I am proud that the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 recognizes and strengthens Arizona’s 
many contributions to our nation’s security. 
  
“This legislation includes some of the most significant reforms to the Department of Defense in a generation, and 
identifies $11 billion in excessive and unnecessary spending resulting from bloated headquarters and administrative 
overhead, delayed or troubled weapons programs, and unjustified budget requests. It reinvests those savings in 
providing critical military capabilities for our warfighters, meeting unfunded priorities of our service chiefs and 
combatant commanders, and supporting critical national security priorities. 
  
“The A-10 is the finest close-air support aircraft in our nation’s arsenal that currently plays an important role in the 
fight against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in Iraq and Syria, as well as in NATO’s efforts to deter 
Russia’s aggression in Eastern Europe. I am proud that the NDAA once again prevents the Obama Administration from 
prematurely retiring this important weapon that continues to protect American service members and our allies in 
combat. 
  
“The NDAA also includes several measures that will strengthen security along the U.S.-Mexico border by providing 
more than $100 million for much-needed surveillance and intelligence operations, additional equipment and 
resources, and increased security operations by the National Guard on the southern border. Arizonans deserve to have 
the highest confidence in the security of our border, and these provisions are an important step toward enhancing 
those operations. 
  
“I have always been proud of the vitally important contributions that Arizona makes to America’s national security. I 
am confident that the NDAA will enable our state to continue to play an outsized role in protecting and defending the 
nation. I thank House Armed Services Committee Chairman Mac Thornberry (R-TX) for his partnership and look 
forward to advancing this final conference agreement through Congress so that our men and women in uniform 
receive the resources they need to rise to the challenges of an increasingly dangerous world.” 
 
ARIZONA-RELATED PROVISIONS OF THE FY 2016 NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT (NDAA) 
  
The NDAA once again prevents any premature retirement of the A-10, which continues its vital role of protecting 
American service members and our allies in combat. Despite the Obama Administration’s repeated attempts to retire 
the A-10 fleet, the NDAA prohibits the Air Force from retiring any A-10 Warthogs and fully funds the flight hours, pilot 
training, fuel, and maintenance for all A-10s for the upcoming year. The NDAA also requires the Secretary of the Air 
Force to maintain a minimum of 171 combat-coded A-10 aircraft, many of which are stationed at Davis-Monthan Air 
Force Base (AFB) in Tucson, and directs the Government Accountability Office to conduct an investigation and review 
of the A-10’s close-air support mission. 
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SASC CHAIRMAN JOHN McCAIN ANNOUNCES ARIZONA DEFENSE PRIORITIES IN NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT CONFERENCE AGREEMENT (continued) 
 
The NDAA prevents the Air Force from following through on its proposal to retire seven EC-130H Compass Call 
electronic attack fleet airplanes stationed at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson. These jamming and 
surveillance aircraft are critical to protecting our air men and women from sophisticated electronic attacks in conflicts 
across the Middle East such as Libya, Iraq and Afghanistan as well as against potential threats in the Pacific and 
Europe. 
  
The NDAA ensures that Arizona’s small businesses continue to manufacture and innovate new weapons systems 
and defense technologies that our troops need to defend and protect the nation.The NDAA also removes 
bureaucratic hurdles and red tape so that non-traditional defense contracting companies in Arizona can benefit from 
fair and open competition in the defense market. 
  
Additional NDAA provisions related to Arizona: 
  
·         Fully funds Army’s request for 64 Apache helicopters to be remanufactured in Mesa; 
·         Increases the military’s budget to purchase 49 additional Tomahawk missiles, which will be manufactured at 
Raytheon in Tucson; 
·         Increases the military’s budget by $140 million to purchase additional anti-tank missiles, which will be 
manufactured at Raytheon in Tucson; 
·         Allows the transfer of approximately 125-200 unneeded mobile homes from the Department of Defense to 
Native American tribes – for which the Navajo and other tribes have long advocated – at no cost to the American 
taxpayer. 
  
The NDAA provides much-needed funding for military construction projects in Arizona, including: 
  
·         $16.9 million at Davis-Monthan AFB in Tucson for C-130 storage and cleaning facilities; 
·         $50.6 million at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma for aircraft maintenance facilities; 
·         $33 million at Luke AFB for an Air Force Squad Operations Facility; 
·         $13.2 million at Luke AFB for an aircraft maintenance hangar; 
·         $5.5 million at Luke AFB for a bomb maintenance facility; 
·         $5 million at Luke AFB for a fuel offloading facility; and 
·         $3.8 million at Fort Huachuca for communications facility renovations. 
  
The NDAA also includes several measures that strengthen Arizona’s border security operations that keep 
communities safe across the U.S.-Mexico border, including: 
  
·         $45 million for Operation Phalanx, which would increase border security operations by the National Guard 
along the southern border and could result in an approximately 60 percent increase in aerial surveillance of the 
region; 
·         Up to $75 million in additional assistance to Customs and Border Protection operations to secure the southern 
border, which may include the deployment of personnel, surveillance assets, and intelligence support; 
·         $50 million to address U.S. Southern Command's unfunded priorities to increase surveillance and interdiction 
operations in Central America, a primary transit point for illicit trafficking into the United States; and 
·         Enables the Secretary of Defense to transfer excess defense articles and equipment to the Department of 
Homeland Security for border security activities. 
  
### 
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Dr. Michael M. Crow 
President, Arizona State University 

and 
 

Dr. Glenn E. Mayle 
President, Arizona Western College 

 
invite you to the launch of  

 

ASU@Yuma 
 
 

AWC and ASU are working in partnership 
to address critical community needs. 

 Students will be able to complete one of three ASU bachelor’s degrees 
on-site at one of the Arizona Western College (AWC) locations in Yuma: 

 
BS in Criminal Justice and Criminology 

BA in Organizational Leadership 
BAE in Secondary Education 

  
 

Tuesday, October 13, 2015 
12:45 pm 

Building 3C, the College Community Center 
Arizona Western College 

2020 S. Ave 8 E 
Yuma, AZ 85365 

 
Click here for map 

 
RSVP  

Please plan to come to an exciting event to celebrate the start of face-to-face ASU classes in 
Yuma. The ASU @ Yuma kickoff event will be 12:45pm, Tuesday, October 13. More information 
is below. 
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Visit our website at 

www.greateryuma.org 
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