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Greater Yuma EDC Mission Statement: 
 
To expand economic activity within Yuma County by attracting 
commerce and industry to the region, and by assisting in 
developing the region's existing industry to its fullest potential. 
  

Greater Yuma EDC Vision Statement: 
    
Greater Yuma will be recognized as a globally competitive region— 
one that embraces advancing technology, attracts and retains 
human capital and continues to develop & foster the amenities 
that make the Yuma Region a great place to live and work. 
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As evidenced by these smiles the GYEDC Annual Dinner was very entertaining and provided an excellent 
networking opportunity for our investors. 
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I would like to thank our sponsors for making this such a wonderful success! 
 
Platinum Sponsors 
• AEA Federal Credit Union 
• Arizona Commerce Authority 
• Arizona Public Service 
• National Bank of Arizona 
• Southwest Gas Corporation 
• Wells Fargo 
• Yuma Regional Medical Center 
• Von Verde Development 
  
Gold Sponsors 
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona 
• Long Realty of Yuma 
• Regional Center for Border Health 
• Republic Services 
• Yuma Southwest Contractors Association 
  
Beverage Sponsor 
• Pilkington Commercial Company Inc 
  
Bronze Sponsors 
• General Motors 
• Sellers Petroleum 
  
Photography Sponsor 
• Chicago Title Agency 
  
It is always important to laugh and when we are laughing at ourselves it is even better.  We have very serious 
responsibilities in our daily lives and things have been particularly tough since the recession.  We are grateful for 
everyone coming and laughing with us (at us) and for a while, we all relaxed and enjoyed ourselves.   
  
The 2013/14 Annual Report to our Investors was distributed that evening.  We are mailing the report to those of 
you who were not able to attend.  We have a bi-annual audit performed by the Terkelsen, Smith, Tyree & Snell 
accounting firm.  Their report is included in our annual report to you.  We had a very good year and that is 
reflected in the summary and statistics.  If you have any questions regarding the report, please contact me. 
  
Thank you again for your continued investment in GYEDC and we look forward to another great year. 
  
Regards, 
  
Julie Engel 
  

Back to Contents 

GYEDC 2014/15 ANNUAL DINNER 



4 

Release No. 0244.14 
Contact: 

Anne Todd (202) 720-1021 
  

USDA Announces $29 Million to Provide Housing for Farmworkers 
  

WASHINGTON, Oct. 30, 2014 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that USDA is investing $29 
million to provide affordable housing for farm laborers and their families. 
 
"Housing is often the first step on the road to more economic prosperity for farmworker families," Vilsack said. 
"These loans and grants will significantly improve the lives of farmworkers, who are vital to America's 
agriculture sector. This program is one of many tools that USDA has to strengthen the rural economy, which will 
help bring a brighter future for children from farmworker families.“ 
 
USDA is providing assistance through the Farm Labor Housing Loan and Grant program. Financing is available to 
qualified organizations to develop housing for domestic farm laborers. USDA also provides rental assistance to 
help very-low-income families afford the monthly rent. 
 
Through today's announcement, USDA is awarding $20.7 million in loans and $8.3 million in grants for 10 
projects in six states. When completed, the properties will provide 320 farmworker families with new homes. 
Rental assistance will be offered for 315 of the new housing units. 
 
"I have witnessed firsthand the way these loans and grants help farmworkers and their communities," said Tony 
Hernandez, Administrator of USDA's Rural Housing Service, which runs the Farm Labor Housing program. Earlier 
this month, Hernandez toured the Sugarloaf Apartments farm labor housing complex in Hendersonville, N.C. 
Since the complex opened in 1995, it is usually fully occupied. Sugarloaf has two day care facilities onsite, one of 
which is year-round, making it a convenient place for residents to work and raise their families. 
 
Below is a complete list of loan and grant recipients announced today. Funding is contingent upon the recipients 
meeting the terms of their agreements. 
 
California 
•Coachella Valley Villa Hermosa Phase II – $3 million loan. Funds will be used to add 68 units to the complex. 
•Peoples Self Help – $3 million loan. Funds will be used to develop 33 units. 
•9355 Avenida Maria – $3 million loan. Funds will be used to develop 60 units. 
•1006 Golden Valley – $3 million loan. Funds will be used to develop 41 units. 
Colorado 
•San Luis Valley – $1.5 million loan and $1.5 million grant. Funds will be used to develop 30 units. 
•Straton Area Foundation – $750,000 loan and $1.6 million grant. Funds will be used to develop 12 units. 
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Florida 
•Homestead Housing Authority – $2 million loan and $1 million grant. Funds will be used to develop 20 units. 
Mississippi 
•BDT Housing – $1.5 million loan and $1.1 million grant. Funds will be used to develop 20 units. 
Oregon 
•Farmworker Housing Development Corporation – $1 million loan and $2 million grant. Funds will be used to 
develop 20 units. 
Washington 
•Grant County Housing Authority – $2 million loan and $1 million grant. Funds will be used to develop 16 units. 
USDA Rural Development provided a $3.3 million low-interest Farm Labor Housing loan to build Villa Hermosa – 
apartment-style housing for migrant workers in Indio, Calif. Construction began in 2012. The complex is adjacent to 
the Fred Young Labor Camp, which began in the late 1930s as one-room, dirt-floor wooden shacks. It was converted 
in the 1960s to small, cinder-block apartments without heat or air conditioning. 
The $3 million loan USDA announced today will finance a second phase of construction at Villa Hermosa. It will 
finance 68 more apartments for the remaining occupants at the nearby Fred Young facility. Phase Two will have 
spacious units with heat and air conditioning, private patios, washer/dryers, dishwashers, a community center, a 
garden, playgrounds and a computer lab. For some residents, this will be their first home with carpets. 
President Obama's historic investments in rural America have made our rural communities stronger. Under his 
leadership, these investments in housing, community facilities, businesses and infrastructure have empowered rural 
America to continue leading the way – strengthening America's economy, small towns and rural communities. 
# 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users). 
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Arizona is Open for International Business! 
A company of Arizona delegates headed to Mexico City in October to announce to our brothers to the 
south that the valley of the sun is open for business. The Greater Yuma Economic Development 
Corporation along with leaders from transportation, infrastructure and elected officials celebrated the 
opening of the state's inaugural trade and investment office in the capital city. 
 
Spanning over three days, our trade group met with high ranking public officials, commerce directors and 
industry leaders to share a unified message of collaboration. The series of meetings culminated with the 
official opening of the office.  
 
Mexico continues to gain traction as an emerging economic power that has 17 free trade agreements 
with other countries. Such a progressive open commerce model has led to substantial growth across 
industries sectors such as aerospace, aviation, advanced manufacturing, automotive and even bio-
technology. Our advanced ports of entry in San Luis and Mariposa will provide trade corridors that make 
entry into the market far more efficient. GYEDC along with its bi-national partners will leverage the 
presence of this office to create new found international partnerships that are certain to benefit our 
entire region in the future. 
 
Arizona-Mexico Stats: 
 

• Mexico is Arizona's leading trading partner accounting for 37% of the states trade ($14B) 
• Arizona exports $7.1B/year in goods and commodities 
• Arizona's ports of entry with Mexico process $28B annually  
• 65,000 Mexican Nationals travel to work, visit or shop in Arizona daily 
• $7,000,000 spent daily in the U.S. by Mexican visitors 
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INVITATIONS WILL BE EMAILED ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2014 

Join 
Greater Yuma EDC 

for our 
Quarterly Investor Luncheon 

December 9, 2014 
11:30 – 1:00 p.m. 

at the 
Pivot Point Conference 

Center 
310 Madison Avenue 
Yuma, Arizona  85365 

 

Featuring 
Jeffrey Hartz 

Senior Air Service Consultant 
For Mead & Hunt 

Mr. Hart will be speaking on air 
service development trends along 
with giving an overview of airline 

incentives.  
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THANK YOU FOR INVESTING IN 

GREATER YUMA EDC 
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Gold Investor 

 

 

Silver Investor 
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Visit our website at 
www.greateryuma.org 
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Jonathan Lines 
Chairman of The Board 

 

Terry Frydenlund 
Vice Chair 

 

Frank West 
Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Doug Nicholls 
Past Chair 

 

Board Members 

Dennis Booth, Booth Machinery 

Elizabeth Carpenter, Von Verde Development 

James Deermer, Town of Wellton 

Greg Ferguson, Yuma County 

Lindy Fiskar, Arizona Public Service 

Stacy Gutierrez, Nicklaus Engineering 

John Lewis, National Bank of Arizona 

Leslie McClendon, City of Yuma 

Russell McCloud, Yuma County 

Chandra Olague, Republic Services 

Robert Pickels, Yuma, County 

Martin Porchas, City of Somerton 

Mathias Rosales, City of San Luis 

Greg Wilkinson, City of Yuma 
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Julie Engel 
President/CEO 

 

Greg LaVann 
Senior Project Manager 

 

Alison Morey 
Project Manager 

 

Stephany Turner 
Office Manager 

 

Jessica Ashcraft 
Administrative Assistant 

 
Office Location 
899 Plaza Circle 

Suite 2 
Yuma, Arizona  85365 

 
www.greateryuma.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.greateryuma.org/
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