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Greater Yuma EDC Mission Statement: 
 
To expand economic activity within Yuma County by attracting 
commerce and industry to the region, and by assisting in 
developing the region's existing industry to its fullest potential. 
  

Greater Yuma EDC Vision Statement: 
    
Greater Yuma will be recognized as a globally competitive region— 
one that embraces advancing technology, attracts and retains 
human capital and continues to develop & foster the amenities 
that make the Yuma Region a great place to live and work. 
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Beginning in 2010 the Greater Yuma EDC and the COPRESON Economic Development Council joined forces to 
initiate asset mapping of the combined region.  Infrastructure, Buildings, Educational offerings, Labor Force and 
a new Commercial Border Crossing were the beginning of the long arduous task of identifying the strengths of  
two states and two countries functioning as one seamless region.  In order to map the assets of this vibrant 
agriculture driven economy several studies have been and continue to be conducted in order to ultimately build 
the best business case possible for marketing this dynamic region.   
 
In 2011/12 the Arizona Sonora Border Master Plan was completed by Stantec.  This study addressed capacity 
and congestion, cost effectiveness, project readiness, regional benefit and the amount of Bi-National Regional 
Coordination at all Arizona Mexico Ports of Entry and prioritized the infrastructure funding for the future, from 
this matrix.  During this process a second study was underway and had been commissioned by the Yuma 
Metropolitan Planning Organization.  The goal of the Rail Corridor study was to recommend ways to improve 
freight rail service and access within Yuma County along with rail connections to adjacent areas in Mexico or 
California. Four tech memos and a final report addressed the following; 
 

1. Yuma County Economic and Freight Profile 
2. Evaluation of Rail Alternatives  
3. Implementation Plan for Preferred Alternative 
4. Economic Impact  
 

This study was completed in 2013. 
  
January 2013 the Governor commissioned the Borders Road Map Study to be coordinated by the Arizona Mexico 
Commission.  The Preliminary Road Map report was presented to Governor Brewer on June 13, 2013 at the 
Arizona Mexico Commission Summer Plenary.  This report garnered intelligence from Border Communities all 
along the US and Mexico Border.  The existing assets located at Arizona’s Border Crossings were compared with 
best practices and infrastructure advances at the borders of our competitor states.  Each region was involved in 
guiding their vision, from that came a strategic framework with a focus on developing a strong business case.  
The Yuma region business case will have three components; 
 

1. Why Invest here: this message will focus on Site Selectors, Developers and the end users 
2. Creation of the Marketing message  
3. Development of a work plan that addresses our gaps 

  
In January of 2014 the USDA awarded a grant to Yuma County to study the best use for the property owned by 
the Yuma County Port Authority.  The Group called GLD Partners was the successful bidders of this grant.  GYEDC 
and Copreson have both guided the consultants through their information gathering. 
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 February brought about the Border Technology Manufacturing Initiative that was awarded to both Yuma County 
and the Southwest Innovation Frontier consortium of which Greater Yuma EDC and Yuma Private Industry 
Council are both partners in.  These studies are laser focused on Manufacturing and creating the ecosystem 
required to attract large manufacturing opportunities to the border communities.  These studies are being 
conducted by three consultants; The Natelson Group is conducting the Yuma County Study and the Innovation 
Frontier study is split between two vendors SpireWirk and GLD Partners.  Jenny Torres, Mike Paredes, Kevin 
Wilkins, GYEDC and COPRESON have all invested a great deal of time with these consultants and have provided 
information and resources for these projects.      
  
These combined studies have provided and will provide this region with the tools necessary to build a strong Bi-
national corridor that will function as efficiently as our major competitors and attract major industry to our 
region due to the infrastructure improvements that will be built.  We have complete support from our elected 
leaders at the local and state levels to build this economic driver for Arizona and Sonora.  We do not have 
geographic or climatic issues that impede the movement of goods through our region.  We have the most 
effective North South Corridor serving all the Southwest Americas from South America to Canada.  We are 
poised for greatness and with the support of the AMC, our Governors and Mayors; the San Luis Sonora and 
Yuma County region will be a major economic corridor for the United States.  
 

Sincerely, 

Julie 
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This month we are highlighting Basket Creations and More.  Basket Creations and More  has been an Investor 
with Greater Yuma EDC since 2006.  We encourage everyone to visit their shop at 245 South Main Street to 
see the wonderful selections of gifts offered for any occasion. 

 
  

Greater Yuma EDC:  Describe your company and how long it has 
been in operation.   
Basket Creations and More: Basket Creations and More, LLC has 
been in business since April 2004.  Our store is located in historic 
downtown Yuma.  We are family owned and operated and pride 
ourselves in excelling in providing a unique assortment of gifts 
and gourmet foods.  We do custom gift baskets and can imprint 
ribbon to personalize 
the basket.  We are also the Retail Distributor for Bard Date 
Company, LLC selling fresh Medjool Dates along with chocolates 
and stuffed dates  

  
Greater Yuma EDC:  What is your business philosophy? 

Basket Creations and More:  Our goal is to exceed our customers’ expectations with value, quality and 
professional service.  
  
Greater Yuma EDC:  What is your vision for your company over the next two to three years? 
Basket Creations and More:  To continue to provide and expand the type of gifts that my customers are 
shopping for.  
  
Greater Yuma EDC:  What major challenges are you currently facing as a business owner? 
Basket Creations and More:   We face the same challenges that most businesses are facing currently while 
dealing with a lagging economic recovery. 
  
Greater Yuma EDC:  How has technology, such as computers and the internet, impacted how you conduct and 
market your business? 
Basket Creations and More:  The internet has opened up challenges and opportunities.  It has made it easier 
to stay in contact with my customers and to reach new customers through different marketing approaches. 
  
Greater Yuma EDC:  Why do you invest in Greater Yuma EDC? 
Basket Creations and More:  .  I believe in supporting community growth and believe that as Yuma grows it 
will strengthen all businesses through economic development. 
  

 



Wal-Mart has vowed to help bring manufacturing jobs back to the states that were lost over the last 30 
years due in part to their own involvement. In an effort to spur that redirection of hiring, the 
international conglomerate has invested $10M into starting initiatives that will begin to change the 
course of off shoring. As one of the largest benefactors of countries that import consumer goods, the 
company has recognized that in order to sustain healthy growth they must ensure their domestic 
customers have jobs as well. 

 

GYEDC will be attending their upcoming Manufacturing Summit in Denver, Colorado where we will meet 
with foreign and domestic manufacturers who have an interest in reshoring their companies or 
expanding their existing footprint. As a region, Yuma is an ideal location for international companies 
seeking to reestablish operations with quality manufacturing labor while keeping down the cost which 
compelled them to look overseas in the first place. Our close proximity to major ports of entry allow 
manufacturers the opportunity to export finished goods abroad or import raw materials used within 
their process.  

 

We look forward to an eventful two days of meetings and area promotion which we intend to convert 
into opportunities for our residents. 
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The Career Fair is being hosted by the following 
partner agencies: 
  

• Goodwill of Central Arizona  
• Yuma Private Industry Council (YPIC) 
• MCAS Air Station Yuma   
• Department of Economic Services (DES)  
• US Army Garrison Yuma Proving Ground 
• Employment & Veterans Services 
• Arizona Western College   
• Greater Yuma Economic                       
      Development Corporation (GYEDC) 
  

Our partnership’s mission is to serve job seekers 
in our community, and to help them succeed in 
their education and job campaign efforts.  Our 
agencies have a successful record of job fair 
sponsorship and event facilitation, and we are 
expecting: 
  

• Active Duty Service Members 
• Veterans 
• Military spouses and family members 
• College students and alumni from AWC, 

University of Arizona and NAU 
• A diverse population of other Yuma-area job 

seekers 
  
  
 
 
 
 
The job fair is free to participants and attendees.  

Employers listing available positions will have 
priority for the 110 booths that will be available.  
Space will be available onsite to do interviews if 
needed.  Computers and internet service will be 
available for job seekers to complete online/digital 
applications and other materials you may require.  
The event will be widely promoted throughout the 
desert southwest, and across the internet. 
  
Please contact Alison Morey at the GYEDC office 
(782-7774) for more information if you have more 
questions, or would like to register for the Career 
Fair. 
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Greater Yuma 
EDC Board of 
Directors Elects 
Officers 
At the July 24, 2014 Board of Directors Meeting 
Board members elected the following officers for 
Fiscal Year 2014-2015 

Jonathan Lines 
Chair 

Terry Frydenlund 
Vice Chair 

Frank West 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Greater Yuma 
EDC Annual 
Dinner 
Greater Yuma EDC is in the early stages of 
planning its Annual Dinner.  The dinner to be held 
the first part of October will again host an 
entertaining motivational speaker. 
 
Be sure to watch your email for additional 
information, sponsorship opportunities and your  
invitation. 

2013 Annual Dinner 
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Visit our website at 
www.greateryuma.org 
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Jonathan Lines 
Chairman of The Board 

 

Terry Frydenlund 
Vice Chair 

 

Frank West 
Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Doug Nicholls 
Past Chair 

 

Board Members 

Dennis Booth, Booth Machinery 

Joni Brooks, Yuma Sun 

Elizabeth Carpenter, Von Verde Development 

James Deermer, Town of Wellton 

Greg Ferguson, Yuma County 

Stacy Gutierrez, Nicklaus Engineering 

John Lewis, National Bank of Arizona 

Leslie McClendon, City of Yuma 

Russell McCloud, Yuma County 

Chandra Olague, Republic Services 

Robert Pickels, Yuma, County 

Martin Porchas, City of Somerton 

Mathias Rosales, City of San Luis 

Greg Wilkinson, City of Yuma 
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Julie Engel 
President/CEO 

 

Greg LaVann 
Senior Project Manager 

 

Alison Morey 
Project Manager 

 

Stephany Turner 
Office Manager 

 

Jessica Ashcraft 
Administrative Assistant 

 
Office Location 
899 Plaza Circle 

Suite 2 
Yuma, Arizona  85365 

 
www.greateryuma.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.greateryuma.org/
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