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Introduction 

 
Although known as a haven for visitors, Arizona is increasingly drawing more people 
inside its borders for business rather than pleasure.  Arizona exudes a pro-business 
environment that is attractive in operating costs, modern infrastructure, skilled workforce, 
strong educational systems, and targeted incentives.  
 
Arizona is known for its dry, arid weather and this works to its advantage.  Leading the 
nation in aerospace and defense testing, the state’s political and social culture is supportive 
of these businesses and their missions.  To add increasing value to such companies, 
Arizona offers two targeted incentives:  the Military Reuse Zone Program and the Foreign 
Trade Zone Program which is unique among border states.   
 
Workforce quality is another advantage for Arizona.  The state understands the linkage 
between workforce and education and there is a collaborative effort between government, 
businesses, and education institutions to continue to develop the workforce. Arizona 
provides a strong post-secondary education system which provides a constant of skilled 
professionals.  Some of Arizona’s assets include Arizona State University (ASU), the 
University of Arizona (UA), Northern Arizona University (NAU), and Thunderbird 
University. 
 
In addition to the state universities, Arizona also has a nationally top-ranked community 
college system.  These colleges have programs working with employers and industry 
groups to develop specifically tailored curriculum.  The majority of these programs qualify 
for reimbursement through the Arizona Job Training Program, and the objective is to 
align training and education to meet unique industry standards that will support 
innovative strategies in manufacturing. 
(Arizona Department of Commerce) 
 
Arizona is starting to be viewed as the next Inland Empire.  With California’s ports 
operating beyond capacity, Arizona is the next strategic location with its’ viable 
connection to Mexican ports and intricate railroad and interstate systems.  As surrounding 
industrial and commercial markets are slowing down, Arizona is actually seeing a healthy 
market with continuing low costs in land development and construction costs. 
 
All of these attributes and factors, workforce, incentives, location and infrastructure, and 
development are building a strong economic base for Arizona. 
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Edition I Updates 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Eller College of Management, University of Arizona; October 2006 Issue) 
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Arizona Economic Indicators 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Source:  University of Arizona Science & Technology Indicators: 4th Edition; 2001; pp 3-4) 
 


